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Hopes of an early spring are
always eternal but our weather
gods just delay the onslaught of
winter it seems each year. We
can only wish that the time will fly
by and the snow and ice will melt
away to get our warmer weather
boating plans on point. Spring
will be here before you know it
and what seemed like plenty of
time to get all of our off season
boat projects completed suddenly
looks like time is running out.

No one wants their boat out of
the water undergoing repairs or
restoration once the good
weather arrives. The season is
short enough and of course it just
flies by. But this is the best time
of year when all of that fun associated with our chosen hobby is
right ahead of us. The anticipation of the new season launch,
the sound of the engine purring,
the way the boat looks in the light
of day and of course the maiden

voyage we all take each year on
that first launch of the season.
The Chapter has lots of activities
planned and the ACBS International Show is being held close
by in the Thousand Islands area
of New York. Lots of fun waits
ahead.—enjoy!
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FROM THE HELM
Ed Scheiber, President Adirondack Chapter

Best wishes to all our chapter members; Happy New Year and hope you all had a nice holiday season.
Jennifer and I are enjoying the warmth of Florida knowing that the winter in the northeast has been
nothing less than a “doozie” (if that’s a good word?) I understand that the ice on Lake George is thick
and winter sports are in full swing; not to forget the other lakes in our region. If you are like me, you
are eagerly awaiting the big thaw, ice out and fresh water to launch our craft.
I have set dates for our “Keels or Wheels” events at both The Blue Water Manor Tavern and The Algonquin. They have the best docking opportunities. Participation has been limited the past summers;
however, if any of you have a suggestion for day/date time changes in order to support an increase in
participation, your suggestions would be greatly appreciated. The schedule is as follows: June 19th @
Blue Water Manor Tavern; Two @ The Algonquin: July 10th; Aug 14th
Plans are well underway by our boat show chairs: Sally and Ed Becker, our chapter VP. They have already reserved the Sagamore’s Morgan for another cocktail cruise the Friday evening before our Saturday, Antique and Classic Boat Show. Last year’s event was a huge success as we cruised throughout the
Narrows; and this year’s cruise will be equally enjoyable. The number of reservations is limited, so be
on the lookout for the registration announcement this summer so you don’t miss this destination event.
This year’s ACBS events are numerous and listed on the ACBS website (https://acbs.org/events/). Jennifer and I, accompanied by Sally and Ed Becker, will be attending the Sunnyland Antique Boat Festival on
Lake Dora, Tavares, FL. It’s an exciting event and we have enjoyed several years of attendance. I also
will attend the ACBS Board of Directors winter meeting held just before the show so that I can gather
firsthand knowledge of the latest issues and challenges.
Don’t forget the annual Fulton Chain Rendezvous that will be held in July at Old Forge. Chapter show
management always arranges for a tremendous show.
And, please save the date for our 2019 annual meeting and dinner at The Algonquin.
The date is October 5th. Time to be announced.
Stay warm and pray for early ice out!!
Regards, Ed
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ADC CHAPTER MEMBERS AT THE ANTIQUE BOAT MUSEUM

The Adirondack Chapter was selected as the guest chapter of ACBS by the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton, NY at their 54th annual
boat show last August 2-5 with a nice turn-out of chapter members. The show opened with a welcome reception for the chapter on
Thursday August 2nd. Friday morning the show began at 9am along with various workshops from knot tying to trailer handling to judging procedures. On Saturday at noon members were ferried to the Clayton Yacht Club by the Clayton Fire Department’s huge fire
boat for a wonderful luncheon. Additionally there were lots of activities with speaker’s forums, sailboat rides and of course the famous
Antique Boat Auction. The day ended with a boat show celebration reception honoring the chapter inside the museum’s boat house.
Sunday featured a wonderful brunch in a tent located on the waterfront where the awards were presented. The day was capped off by
a boat parade on the beautiful St. Lawrence
River.

(Anne & Neil Satterly with Ed & Sally Becker preparing
for an evening cruise on the St. Lawrence
River)
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FIRST—EVER BOLTON LANDING BOATS & BOATING FESTIVAL

by Cynde Smith

When was the last time you saw an
old-fashioned mess about on Lake
George – a bunch of small boats
playing on the water? It doesn’t happen often enough these days, with
the amount of motor boat traffic
common on this lake.
However, throughout the late 1800s
and early 1900s, regattas and races
along the shore of Lake George, NY
were frequent and well-attended
boating events. The Bolton Landing
Boats & Boating Festival, which took
place last September 22nd, commemorated those once-common
regattas.
This small-boat regatta along the
shore of Lake George was
hosted by the Bolton Historical Museum, and sponsored by the Adirondack Chapter of ACBS, the Lake
George Mirror, and Tumblehome
Boatshop. The event was designed
to bring to life an exhibit at the Bolton Historical Museum called “Along
the Shore: Boats and Boating on
Lake George 1880-1920,” which
featured photos by Jule Thatcher
(1856-1934) as well as pulling boats
and canoes from the era.
The event took place at Rogers Memorial Park, the same location as the
Gold Cup Festival a few years back,
which celebrated Gold Cup racers
such as El Lagarto. September’s
event, however, had a decidedly
different tone than the roar of Gold
Cup racers, and instead featured
small boats from the late 19th to
early 20th century, powered by oar,
paddle, and sail.
The goal of the day was to get out
on the water. Adirondack guideboats, Lake George rowboats, canoes, skiffs, and decked sailing canoes lined the beach and played in
the water. The Adirondack Experience loaned several boats from its livery, and these were available for anyone to row. The Lake Champlain Maritime Museum brought two 32-foot 6-oar pilot gigs and brought people out onto the water, inviting them to row with the crew.
The Museum builds and restores these replicas of 19th century pilot gigs in recreational and educational programs. This event was a chance
to try rowing a guideboat or skiff, or to try your hand at sailing a small boat.

BOLTON LANDING BOATING FESTIVAL

(continued from page 4)
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There was a rowing race followed by a sail
race, all visible to spectators from the shoreline. Reuben Smith of Tumblehome Boatshop, an event organizer and Adirondack
Chapter member, emceed the on-water
events, giving play-by-play
accounts of who was rowing or sailing which
boat and what they were doing strategically
(and sometimes not so strategically) in the
races. Race awards were given to the
“winners,” and participants enjoyed food &
drink at the main pavilion, provided by the
regatta.
Some volunteers and rowers even wore
period dress, including photographers Grace
Bobbitt and Kevin Kelly. They invited people
to pose with props and period costumes at
or in a rowing boat staged on the shoreline,
to recreate some of the staged photos of the
Thatcher collection. According to Tony Hall
of the Lake George Mirror, this was a practice common in Thatcher’s time, and a way
for people to have a souvenir of their day on
Lake George.
Three original Elco electric launches from
that period also participated in the event and
were tied up at the docks, making for a spectacular display of historic electric launches:
the Bixby family’s 1903 St. Louis; the Miller’s
1906 McGuffy; and the Wolgin’s 1907 Whim.
Antique and classic motor boats served as
committee boats and helped keep the race
course open and safe for rowers and sailors.
Those boats included including one captained by Adirondack chapter president Ed
Scheiber, with his 1950 Chris Craft Holiday
“Fish Tales III,” and one by Adirondack
Chapter member John Kelly, with “22,” his
Number Boat replica.
As was tradition of these types of regattas, a
boat tow parade capped off the event. The “St. Louis,” the historic Elco electric launch owned by the Bixby family, towed 4 rowing boats
with a passenger (area historian Hallie Bond) and musician Alex Smith (Hallie’s son), both in Victorian attire, strumming guitar and singing
to the other passengers in tow.
Organizers hope to make the Bolton Landing Boats & Boating Festival an annual or perhaps biannual event. The event has a Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/boltonboatfestival), where additional photos, including those from the early regattas upon which this event was inspired, can be seen.

WELCOME ABOARD
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The Adirondack Chapter welcomes the following new members:
Peter & Suzanne Hoffman Glens Falls, NY
__________________________________________________________
IN MEMORIAM
The second president of ACBS, Bill Willig passed away on June 3, 2018. Bill
was very active in our Adirondack Chapter for many years and one of its founders.
Chris Johnson—September 2018. Chris was a long-time member and ACBS
Judge and owned over 40 boats. He is pictured on the cover.
__________________________________________________________
CHAPTER SECRETARY NEEDED
Steve Upham, our current secretary, who has notably served the Chapter for many years will not
have time to fulfill the secretary position due to personal reasons so we have an opening for a
volunteer who would like to take over that position. These are the duties from our Constitution
and by-laws
The Secretary shall :

1.
2.
3.
4.

attend all meetings of the board and of the membership.
record all votes and minutes of all proceedings in a book to be kept for that purpose;
give or cause to be given notice of all meetings of members and of the Board;

when required, prepare or cause to be prepared and available at each meeting of members a
complete list, in alphabetical order, of the names of entitled to vote thereat;

5.

keep all the documents and records of the organization as required by law or otherwise in a
proper and safe manner;

6.

TRADING DOCK
________________________________
FOR SALE: 1930 24’ Hackercraft Dolphin
Triple Cockpit. 283 c.i. Chevrolet engine
(185 h.p.) refurbished 2016. Included: 2004
Searra Trailer, boat cover, original
Continental 6 engine. $82,500. Contact Walt
(518) 572-5029.
Email: corvettes@westelcom.com
_________________________________
Free non-commercial classifieds for
Adirondack Chapter members—please limit
each ad to 25 words or less. Non-member
classified ads $15 for up to six lines. All
classified ads run three issues unless
canceled. Businesses are requested to place
display ads which also run three issues.

perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board. (see also Article V, Section D)

If interested please contact our Chapter President, Ed Scheiber: edmundscheiber@gmail.com

Display Ad Rates
Quarter Page: $120
Eighth Page: $75
Please contact :Tom Carmel
(914) 584-4005
veritas2@verizon.net
www.acbs-adc.org
Contributors
Grace Bobbitt
Kevin Kelly
Ed Scheiber
Cynde Smith
Kent O. Smith Jr.

Fourth Watch
Questions, comments, submissions please
contact the Editor:
Tom Carmel
PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540
(914) 584-4005

(Top Left: Honey-Jo Kelly, Cynde Smith & Lisa Hall in period costumes all hand-made by Lisa. Top Right: Hallie Bond area Historian with son Alex Smith)

(Middle Left: At the Bolton Town Docks; Right: The St. Louis)
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(Bottom: Rowing & Sailing at the Regatta
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(Annie Huber
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