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                                                        Participants and observers 

were treated to perfect Adi-
rondack weather at the 29th 
annual Fulton Chain Antique 
and Classic Boat Rendezvous 

where antique boats were 
on display on the Old Forge 
waterfront on July 13, 2019.  

Visitors to the show were 
given free rides on “Grace,” 

a classic Chris Craft. 

The event was co-sponsored 
by the Central Adirondack 
Association, the Strand 
Theatre,  Shelter, Water’s 

Edge Inn, Rivett’s Marine, 
Adirondack Bank, Water 
Safari/Enchanted Forest, T.A. 

Down Construction Co., 
DiOrio’s Supermarket, Tow 

Bar Inn,  Reets Custom 

Boats, and Old Forge Camp-
ing Resort.  This entire issue 
of Fourth Watch covers the 
29th Annual Fulton Chain 

Show where the turn-out of 
over 50 boats under glorious 
sunny Adirondack skies 

made the event meaningful 
for all. Winners listed inside.  
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FROM THE HELM  

Ed Becker, President  Adirondack Chapter 

 
 

 

Ahoy Adirondack Members! 

 
As your newly elected President, I’d like to introduce myself to you. I 

have been a member of the ACBS-ADK chapter for 30 years. Upon 

retiring from my small animal veterinary practice four years ago, I 

was pleased to find the time to become more active in our club. For 

the past three years, my wife Sally and I have chaired the annual Lake 

George Rendezvous and hope to continue with your help.  

 

My love for the craftsmanship and beauty of antique and classic boats was inspired when I met 

Bob Overocker in 1989. He encouraged me to join our Chapter. After purchasing my 26 foot 1930 

Hacker Runabout a few years later from another member, Chuck Schampier, I patiently learned how to 
begin her restoration doing as much of the work myself as possible. Today “Shooting Star” is used of-

ten, allowing us to appreciate the beauty of Lake George.  

 

I am excited to be at the helm of our chapter for the next couple of years. I would like to wel-

come to my bridge Dan Crisafulli as Vice President, and John Painter as Secretary. Continued thanks 

are also extended to Treasurer Armand Sieper and his wife Carol for their hard work.  
 

Here are some thoughts for the coming year. As our name implies, our chapter encompasses a 

large area beyond Lake George. That being understood, I hope to offer our monthly Keels or Wheels 

at different locations and times throughout the chapter boundaries. This would include the Old Forge 

and Sacandaga areas. This event is a great opportunity to meet fellow members in a casual social setting. 
Additionally, I am planning on securing a workshop in the Spring, as well as in the Fall. More details will 

follow. Watch for our complete yearly schedule in the mail after the New Year. Three Board meetings 

open to all members will be held via ZOOM that can be accessed by your phone or computer. This 

should hopefully let you join in wherever you are, even if just to listen to what we are planning. We will 

send you an email with the date, agenda and instructions a few weeks before each meeting. 

 

Even though winter is fast approaching, we are planning an exciting Summer of events for you. 

Please email or call any time to discuss our club. Being new at this, Sally and I welcome any suggestions, 

and new ideas.  

 

           Tight Lines, 

Ed Becker, DVM 

 beckerdvm@gmail.com 

(518) 469-3600  
 

 

Page 2 

 

  

FOURTH WATCH                   
THE  NEWSLETTER OF THE ADIRONDACK CHAPTER ACBS 

  

 

PROTECTING YOUR CLASSIC BOAT FROM OLD MAN WINTER 
 

A series of protection and safety articles provided to you by ACBS Safety Officer Goody Thomas and Hagerty Classic Insurance with the 

expert assistance from ACBS member, Gary Hutchens, owner of Torch Lake Classics. Please boat safely, store safely and prepare for the 
next boating season. 

 

mailto:beckerdvm@gmail.com
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                            29th ANNUAL FULTON CHAIN RENDEZVOUS  by Neil Satterly  

 
 

 
It doesn’t get any better than the Fulton Chain region of the Adirondacks, 

but I admit being somewhat biased. I’ve spent many summers here since 
childhood. The friendly village of Old Forge with simple rustic charms, 

situated at the foot waters of the beautiful Fulton Chain of Lakes of which 
there are eight, feel very Adirondack. The surrounding waters of 

Raquette, Big Moose, Blue Mountain, Okara, Nicks, Otter and White lakes 
where many historic and vintage boats are used and kept, are rich in Adi-

rondack nautical history. The relaxed ambiance of the two-day rendezvous 
is supported by dedicated volunteers and vintage boat owners who don’t 

fuss over points and judges. The volunteers may not be relaxed in the 
weeks and hours prior, but they make it feel that way for everyone who 

comes. For them and from me, it’s about the simple joy of old boats and 
good friends. The prevailing attitude of bringing your boat as it is, is ap-

proaching 30 years. This is Old Forge and the Fulton Chain Rendezvous. If 
you’ve been to the rendezvous, you get it. 

Friday afternoon was bustling with activity as the tents went up, the 

American Legion moved into position for their food concession, and boats 

began to tie up at the village docks reserved for the vintage only.  

                  (Aime & Peter Hornick) 

As the out of towners arrived at Rivett’s Marina ramp, rendezvous co-chair Rob Kidd did his usual 20-plus bike rides to the launch from the 

village docks to help launch boats and to greet people as he spotted them.  No launch fee of course, Rivett’s owners provide free launching 

each year for show participants who trailer in. Nope, no lake permit needed either. Just make sure the boat, motor and trailer are clean and 

free of aquatic “hitchhikers” please. 

 

The Friday night social on the deck of the Forge Motel overlooking the water is one of my favorite evenings every summer and this year 

didn’t disappoint. The cocktails and plenty of delicious hot hors d’oeuvres served in the crisp mountain air always ends too soon for me. 
Friends come together for the first time or reunite for the 30th time for conversation, mostly over old boats, water outings and families. 

As tradition dictates, Carol Hornick was seated at the welcome table flanked by family and neighbors and greeted everyone as they arrived. 

Aime Hornick (younger of the two Amys) tended the bar while Walt’s catering did their annual hors d’oeuvres magic. Conversations filled 

the air. A light sprinkling began later in the evening (it’s 

the Adirondacks after all), but no one seemed to pay 

attention. Mostly ignored, the rain gave up and moved 

on. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
( Rain? What rain Chapter members enjoying cocktails)  



 

                                 29TH ANNUAL FULTON CHAIN SHOW  (continued from page 3) 

                                  
Saturday morning weather was perfect. Dockmaster and co-chairman John Hornick supervised the crew of volunteers with screw guns and 

dock cleats to make sure all boats were properly 
spaced and tied to their assigned dock positions. The 

aroma of coffee was eventually overtaken by the 
scent of hamburgers, sausage peppers and onions as 

the American Legion grilled their usual fare. Rendez-
vous announcer and multi-task volunteer Bill Ransom 

welcomed visitors over the PA system. The Central 
Adirondack Association hosted a public information 

table set with information about the water quality of 
the Fulton Chain and Ed and Sally Becker were on 

hand to peddle the Adirondack Chapter Ship’s Store 
merchandise. Land displays rolled into place to com-

plete the waterfront seen. 

Free boat rides were provided to visitors, courtesy 

of Dunn’s Boat Service of Big Moose Lake. Each year 

Dunn’s brings a 1955 Chris-Craft Sea Skiff, Grace, 

providing rides to show spectators. The ADC’s Adi-

ronduck racing pram was also there  

   

         (Friends reuniting) 

 

       

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

(Ann Satterly with Dockmaster John Hornick) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Left to right Alan Rosenblum, Joe Sabo & Donna Tanner) 
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(President elect Ed Becker and Sally Becker) 

 

 

 

 
                                                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Friday night social at the Old Forge Motel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Neil Satterly at the helm giving youngsters rides on “the Duck”) 
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TRADING DOCK                             

________________________________                                            

FOR SALE 
1960 Chris Craft 24’ Sportsman Utility with 

original 283 c.i. V8. New starter, electronic 
ignition conversion. Recent repairs to 

bottom and new paint. Hull stripped and 
varnished. Work performed by  Adirondack 

Classics. Runs great. Owned since 1995 and 
boathouse kept on Lake George. Has new 

folding canvas top. Comes with dual axle 
trailer with surge brakes. $25,000. Contact 

Joe at (518) 469-7336  
joe@pyramidfunds.com  

_________________________________ 

 

 

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Tom Carmel 

(914) 584-4005 

www.acbs-adc.org 
 

Contributors 

Joe Fleming 

Carol Hornick 

Neil Satterly 

Kent O. Smith Jr.  

 

Fourth Watch 
Questions, comments, submissions please 

contact the Editor: 

Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 584-4005 

underwriterssurvey@verizon.net 

                                                 

FOR SALE  $2,500.00 

            

 

Whitehall Skiff 1900’s originally from Lake George. Very clean, no 

rot ever. Additional photos available.   

(917) 922-9618 (973) 770-4989  onlywawa@optonline.net 

1947 Chris-Craft 21’ 

Sport Utility For Sale 
Two year old Fish Brothers restoration. Re-built Chrysler six 

115hp. New transom, new 5200 bottom completed. New paint 

and varnish. In-water at covered boathouse on Lake George avail-

able for test drives. Has mooring cover and fenders. New floor 

carpeting. Runs well. Serious inquiries only. 

Asking $39,900 

Contact:  (518) 796-1426 

dos41154@gmail.com  
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                      29th ANNUAL FULTON CHAIN RENDEZVOUS  (continued from page 5)  

 

(Left to right Mary Ann & show an-

nouncer Bill Ransom, Amy Hornick, & 

Margaret and Dan Harder) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   (Savannah with little sister Anastasia Retersdorf in matching outfits!)                               



                 
29th ANNUAL FULTON CHAIN RENDEZVOUS  

 

At 2 PM the annual boat parade made its way up the channel to First Lake to the delight of camp and cottage owners 
viewing and snapping photos from their waterfront properties. The ride has become an annual favorite and gives boat ex-

hibitors an opportunity for some open-throttle cruising fun in the  beautiful mid-afternoon. 

 

(beginning the boat parade 

Photos by Kent O. Smith Jr.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By six o’clock the 

group reconvened at the American Legion for the Saturday dinner social and awards. The Fulton Chain is a non-judged 

event but show participants get to vote for their favorites and winners in several categories and are awarded a boat tran-

som plaque made by Robb Kidd who also MC’s the evening. 
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HISTORIC – 1895 Gas Engine and Power (Builder) 25’ Launch Laura owned by Deke and Carol Morrison 

 

 

ANTIQUE– 1940 Chris- Craft Utility Eyrie restored and shown by Adam Retersdorf  

 

CLASSIC UTILITY – 1959 Chris-Craft 

Silver Arrow Let’er Rip owned by Ron Cuc-

caro  

 

CLASSIC RUNABOUT – 19’ Chris-Craft 

Racing Runabout Water Nymph owned by the 

Nolan family 

 

CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC – 2012 

Hacker Racer replica built and owned by Paul 

Connolly 

 

OUTBOARD BOAT – 1960 Cruisers Inc 

Sea Faery owned by Steve and Beverly Det-

wiler 

 

LAND DISPLAY – 1954 Dura Craft Alumi-

num outboard boat owned by Bill Murphy 

 

EXHIBITOR’S CHOICE – 1920 28’ Hut-

chinson Long Deck Launch The Queen owned 

by Alan Rosenblum 

 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE - 1920 28’ Hutchin-

son Long Deck Launch The Queen owned by 

Alan Rosenblum 
 

 

(Top Classic Utility Winner “Let er Rip” a 1959 Chris 

Craft Silver Arrow owned by Ron Cuccaro.  

 
Left Contemporary Classic Winner Paul Connolly’s 2012 

Hacker Replica racer.   

 
Above People’s Choice Winner “The Queen” a 1920 28’ 

Hutchinson Deck Launch owned by Alan Rosenblum. All 

photos by Kent O. Smith Jr.)  
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29th ANNUAL FULTON CHAIN SHOW 
 

 
 

Last-minute special recognitions were also given to others for making the event special and unique. 
It really doesn’t get any better than this but… next year might be an exception. It’s the 30th Anniversary of the Ful-

ton Chain Rendezvous.  Chairman John Hornick is recruiting volunteers to make the event memorable and would 
love to hear from you. Reach John at mesodep@optonline.net  or you can leave a message with the show registrar Rob 
Kidd by going the ACBS website: https://acbs.org/event/30th-annual-fulton-chain-rendezvous/ 

Thank you to all the volunteers (many unnamed here) who make this a wonderful ACBS Adirondack Chapter event each 
year. 

See you July 20 and 21, 2020 in Old Forge! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
(The Retersdorf Family in “Eyrie” a 1940 

Chris Craft Utility and Antique Class winner) 

 

 

mailto:mesodep@optonline.net
https://acbs.org/event/30th-annual-fulton-chain-rendezvous/
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                                        REMEMBERING  THOMAS MALTBY  by Neil Satterly 

The ADC lost a dedicated friend of the chapter this past May with the passing of Tom Maltby of Old Forge. Born in Syracuse, 

Tom spent every summer of his childhood at the family camp on Third Lake, a compound built by his grandfather in 1918. Tom 
passed his love of the Adirondacks on to his children and grandchildren who visited every summer to hike, kayak and go fishing. 
To us, he was a tireless volunteer of the Fulton Chain Rendezvous. Among his many tasks, Tom oversaw advertising, promotions 
and donations for the annual event. He made sure the banner overhanging main street was in place each year and that the show 

poster was created, printed and distributed. His absence and his presence were felt this year, and he will be remembered for his 
many contributions. 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                             
(Tom is 2nd from the left at a previous show) 

 
 

 

CAROL HORNICK PRESIDENT’S CUP AWARD    
 
At ADC October Annual dinner Meeting held at the Algonquin Res-

taurant in Bolton Landing, President Ed Scheiber presented the 
President’s Cup award to Carol Hornick in recognition of her many 
years of service to the Fulton Chain Rendezvous. Carol has been 

instrumental each year with keeping records and institutional 
knowledge of who, what, when and where, making sure all the i’s 

are dotted and t’s crossed. 

Carol was unable to be at the meeting but in a response email she 

writes:  

“I’ve been trying to find the right words to express how honored I 

am to receive it.  The antique boat show (that's what everyone up 

here calls our rendezvous) has become a very special event in Old 

Forge.  Old wooden boats have come out of old boathouses be-

cause of it and are seen regularly on the lakes now.  Folks who can't 

make the waterfront show look forward to seeing the boats cruise 

down the channel and take off on First Lake.  I have been told it's 

the classiest summer event in town. I am so proud to be part of its history.               (Deke Morrison & Carol Hornick) 

Thank you so much.  I will treasure this always. Please pass my thanks on.” 

 



 

 
 

 

                                         

 

FORT WILLIAM HENRY 

HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER 
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