
 

         BOAT SHOW SEASON HEATING UP 

                             A 28’ Gar Wood Custom Runabout planning on Brant Lake   photo by Amy Turcotte                                                                  

Our Vintage Race boat Regatta 

was rained on and rained out on 

June 2. Unfortunately the rain 

and mist made visibility on the 

course too much to bear and in 

the interest of safety it was 

cancelled. If you can’t see the 

race course buoys or another 

driver on the course for that 

matter it makes no sense to run 
these very fast boats on the 

lake.  Well we have two vintage 

boat shows sponsored by the 

Adirondack Chapter  coming 

up. The 22nd Fulton Chain Ren-

dezvous Old Forge Show will be 

held on Saturday July 14th. A 

Friday evening cocktail party 

reception will be at The Forge 

Motel on the deck overlooking 

the Lake.                                      

                                                  

The 39th Annual Lake George 

Rendezvous held at the public 

docks in the village is on August 

25th. Details for this event will 

be emailed to all members with 

email addresses and registration 

applications will be sent by regu-

lar mail to those without email. 

We’re looking forward to these 

shows and an enjoyable summer 

season on the water.  
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FROM THE HELM  

Marsha Smith, President  Adirondack Chapter   

 
 Greetings Adirondack Chapter Members! I hope this Fourth Watch finds everyone well and enjoying the 
early season we have had.  
 
On April 21st, we had our spring workshop at Garwood Custom Boats in Brant Lake. Tom, Larry, Tom Jr., Joe 
and Amy opened up the shop for us, for the first time that I know of, and gave us a grand tour. Quite im-
pressive, to say the least, and wonderful to see the next generation of Turcotte’s so involved and passionate 
about what they build. There is, however, one building they wouldn’t let us in, leaving me anticipating 
something spectacular to emerge from GarWood, one of these days! Thank you Turcotte family, for wel-
coming us and kicking off the 2012 season with such style. More on this wonderful workshop is on following 
pages.  
 
Despite the rain, June 2nd found some of us at the 6th semi-annual Vintage Race boat Regatta, at the Lake 
George village docks. Unfortunately, the fog never dissipated, forcing the safety team to keep the course 
closed, and eventually calling it off early afternoon. There is so much more that goes into coordinating this 
event, that I need to express my sincere thanks to Peter Johnson and Teri Hoffman for your hard work.  
If you have a chance, be sure to attend the Fulton Chain Rendezvous, at the Old Forge town docks, on July 
14th. The show is from 10am-2pm, immediately followed by a fly-by parade. This Adirondack Chapter event 
is on its 22nd year and has grown from a few boats the first year, to approximately 60 boats. A huge THANK 
YOU to Carol Hornick, Tom Maltby, Robb Kidd, Deke Morrison and the rest of the Fulton Chain crew who, 
year after year, seamlessly get this boat show together and do a stellar job!  
 
Our final show this year is August 25th at the Lake George village docks. The 39th annual Lake George Rendez-
vous is open to the public from 10am-4pm and also typically hosts around 60 boats. Some of you may re-
member Hurricane Irene wreaking havoc the day after this show last year, ripping out two docks, sinking 
numerous boats and damaging so much more. We are happy to report the village has installed two new 
docks, 30+ feet shorter than the old, but at least we have them back.  
 
The informal Thursday gatherings have been a great success so far. There has been good feedback and won-
derful conversations. If you don’t see anyone you recognize, be sure to ask the hostess where the boat club 
people are. Venues for July and August are located on the calendar page of our website; www.acbs-adc.org/
calendar.html and inside this Fourth Watch. If last minute changes are made to the venue, an email blast 
will go out, keeping everyone informed.  
 
Speaking of the email blasts, if you aren’t receiving them and would like to, be sure to email me, mar-
shab@nycap.rr.com, and I’ll be happy to add you.  
 
Mark your calendars for October 6th, as we will be holding our Annual Dinner, again this year, at The Algon-
quin Restaurant in Bolton Landing. We have received feedback that more people would attend, if they did-
n’t have to sit thru the meeting; so this year, we will hold our meeting first, than enjoy cocktails starting at 
5:45pm and dinner at 7pm…so we hope to see more of you there!  

 
Safe and Happy Boating!  

Marsha Smith  
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        SUNNYLAND CHAPTER HOLDS 25TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOAT FESTIVAL 

By Teresa J. Hoffman   

If you have not had the opportunity to attend the Sunnyland Boat Festival in Tavares, Florida, you are missing a 

great show.  This year Sunnyland’s 25th Annual Antique & Classic Boat Festival opened on Thursday, March 22 

and ran through Sunday, March 25.  I must admit that I was not at the show on Thursday because my two trav-

eling companions, ages 6 and 7 voted for a day at Disney World instead.  So it was Friday morning, under 

bright sunny skies that we made our way to the show in Wooton Park.  Not only is this the largest antique 

boat show on the East Coast, Sunnyland boasted 119 boats in the water, 49 on land and another 50 or so in 

the Field of Dreams; but it also draws thousands of ACBS members and old boat enthusiasts from all corners 

of the United States, Canada and beyond. 

The feature boats this year were two recently restored classics used in the production of the 1981 movie “On 

Golden Pond” starring Katharine Hepburn and Henry Fonda.  “Thayer IV” is a 22 foot 1950 Chris Craft and in 

the movie Hepburn’s mail was delivered by “Mariah” a 1963 Century Raven.  Both boats are currently owned 

by ACBS member Seth Katz.  Seth said that the boats were completely restored at Katz Marina in Lake Hopat-

cong, NJ.  He also noted that “These boats had not been run in 20 years.”  However, they started and ran 

beautifully; “Thayer IV” was captained by longtime ACBS member Wayne Mocksfield and “Mariah” was piloted 

 

Some of the many Adirondack Chapter members that I had the chance to visit with over the weekend were 

Adam Retersdorf and his companions who had trailered Adam’s stunning mahogany race boat all the way from 

Mayfield, NY, Ken Tornvall & Ann Huber, Tom & Larry Turcotte, Buzz & Cheryl Lamb, Ed & Jennifer Scheiber, 

Craig Hartwig, Mary Smith & George Kreissle and Chuck Schampier who had all enjoyed the previous week on 

the St. John’s River cruise and of course my mom, Jean Hoffman.  Sunday morning began with an Awards Cere-

mony followed by a Chapel service at 10:00.  It was then time to say our good-byes and make our way 

home...til next year. 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

        
 



 

ADIRONDACK CHAPTER WORKSHOP AT GARWOOD CUSTOM BOATS    

Above 1938 Canvas Covered Streamline; Below Ted Brothers and Tom Turcotte talk boat building  
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On a cool early spring morning April 21, Adirondack 

Chapter members were treated to a tour of Tom and 

Larry Turcotte’s Garwood Custom Boats production 

facility in Brant Lake. The business is a family affair with 

Tom’s sons Tom, Joe and Mike and Larry’s family Larry, 

Greg and Sarah and Joe’s wife Amy all pitching in.   

 
The Turcotte Brothers, long time summer residents of 

Brant Lake took their love of wooden boats into a busi-

ness venture that is now entering its second generation. 

They started restoring wooden boats while still in high 

school. The business began in 1985 acquiring the Gar 

Wood name first in Cohoes, NY and then Watervliet, 

NY before moving operations to Brant Lake in 1996.   
 

 

 

 
Gar Wood Custom Boats manufactures six models: 22’ 

Speedster, 22’ and 25’ Streamliner, a Custom Runabout 

available in 22’, 25’ 28’ and 33’ lengths, a Custom Utility 

in 20’ and 24’ lengths, the Baby Gar in 28’ and 33’ sizes 

and the Commuter at 40 feet. All upholstery work is 

performed in-house using the finest leathers and other 

materials available. The Turcottes like to use locally 

sourced products in NY State for hardware castings and 

stainless trim pieces whenever possible. Power comes 

from either Merc Cruiser or Ilmor V8 or V-10 marine engines. 

Gar Wood builds six new boats a year and ships them all over 

the world. In addition to manufacturing fine replica boats,  

Gar Wood Custom Boats also provides restoration and 

refinishing services for all wooden boats. Thanks to Tom  

& Larry Turcotte and the extended family for their hospitality.  



 

 

 

The Collectors Foundation has awarded grants to The Herreshoff Marine Museum in Bristol, Rhode Island, allowing them 

to pass on the great legacy of Herreshoff boats to the next generation through after-school programs. Mesh New England 

has just discovered one of the most interesting and helpful organizations operating quietly behind the scenes to support 

youth development and the long-term interests of collector car and classic boat enthusiasts. It's the Collectors Foundation. 

Check it out yourself at www.collectors foun-

dation.org. 
 

Since its founding in 2005 this public charita-

ble foundation has operated with the tagline 

“Preserve the Past. Build the Future.” The 

Foundation has 
awarded over $2.4 million to support high 

school and college age young people as they 

gain appreciation for and knowledge about 

older vehicles 
and wooden boats—preserving the past and 

potentially building careers for young people 

within the collector car and classic boat indus-

tries. So far, the Collectors Foundation has 

awarded grants to schools and other car- and 

boat-related organizations in 29 different 

states and three Canadian 

provinces. In the Northeast, one of the pro-

grams receiving several grants from the Foundation is the Herreshoff Marine Museum in Bristol, Rhode Island. 

 
Richard Feeny, Sailing Master and Educator at the Herreshoff Marine Museum, describes the Museum’s after-school pro-

gram for junior high and high school students this way:“We’ve just concluded our second year of this after-school program 

and have observed several major outcomes:(1) The students have 

become comfortable working with tools and materials used in 

wooden boat maintenance and restoration. They’ve gained real 

skills, marketable skills, useful 
particularly here in the Northeast’s boating community. (2) What 

we didn’t fully realize when we started the program was the impor-

tance of the soft skills they would also learn through this program—

things like teamwork, showing up on time and completing assigned 

tasks.” 
 

Continuing this conversation with Feeny, he also reported that ap-

parently we've also been able to create an environment kids want to 

come to. When school is out of session they eagerly ask if they can 

come and continue their learning and working. It’s a good place for 

them to develop their sense of self-worth, because they receive a lot 

of praise from adults and eagerly respond to the encouragement.” 

The president of the Collectors Foundation, Bob Knechel, provides 

this perspective from the Foundation’s point of view: “These young 

people are discovering through their hands on  work on these older 

New England designed and crafted boats a feeling for  and appreciation of the people and maritime history of Rhode Island. 

We believe that through this type of educational program young people are also finding their place within the world.”   Con-

cluding the interview, Feeny said, “The Herreshoff Museum is grateful to the Collectors Foundation for sharing in the vi-

sion of the Museum to pass on the great legacy of Herreshoff boats to the next generation and to equip young people with 

the skills and knowledge of the trades that built this part of the country.” 

 

                       Preserve the past, build the future 
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TRADING DOCK 
FOR SALE 1962 Century Coronado 

21’ No Hardtop. For restoration. 

Original 390 c.i. Ford Interceptor. 

Purported to be one of the 

Coronado's won on The Price is Right 

game show.  $5,000.00 Located in VT. 

Email: eric.tolnes@verizon.net or call 

Eric (718) 727-9277 or call Jack at  

(802) 273-2122 

_____________________________ 

 

 
Free non-commercial classifieds for 

Adirondack Chapter members—please 

limit each ad to 25 words or less. Non-

member classified ads $15 for up to six 

lines. All classified ads run three issues 

unless canceled. Businesses are 

requested to place display ads which 

also run three issues.  

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Tom Carmel 

 

Contributors 

Kent Smith 

Ed Scheiber 

Amy Turcotte   

Teri Hoffman 

 

Fourth Watch 
Questions, comments, submissions 

please contact the Editor: 

Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 248-6413  

Fax (914) 248-8432 

veritas2@verizon.net 

www.acbs-adc.org 
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      WELCOME ABOARD                                                  CALENDAR 

                                                 

                                                  August 24-25  
                                                                                          39th Annual       

                                                                  Lake George  

                                                                                          Rendezvous 

     
                                          October 6  

                  Annual Dinner 

                          Algonquin Restaurant  

                                          

                 

                                              

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

The Adirondack Chapter welcomes the following  

new members: 

 

Robert & Janet Bischoff III  Utica, NY 

 

Gerard Graseck  Southold, NY 

 

James Houle Boca Raton, FL 

 

Michael & Diane Kelly  Wappinger Falls, NY 

 

Babette LeBlanc Long Lake, NY 

 

John Lyons  Hampstead, NC 

 

Robert Metcalf Beaconsfield, Quebec 

 

Alan North Clifton Park, NY 

 

John O’Carroll Diamond Point, NY 

Ellen Robbiano  Schenectady, NY 
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The Adirondack Chapter sponsors a Vintage Race Boat Regatta 

every other year usually held in mid to late September. This year 

the only available date to hold this event was in early June.  So 

June 2 was met with rainy and foggy skies rendering the Race 

Boat course invisible.   

 
The course is set out  with buoys—large high visibility orange 

buoys and the various hydro planes, Jersey Skiffs and contempo-

rary replicas from Gar Wood, Hacker and Mark Mason, all per-

forming time trials on the course.  Sanctioned by the American 

Power Boat Association the Regatta follows the rules and regula-

tions of that governing body.  In addition to providing a stand-by 

ambulance as rules require, the APBA regulates the safety and 

suitability of a particular course on a particular day.  

 
The Race Director and Safety Officer made the determina-

tion that the weather conditions were so bad that visibility 

on the course could present a safety issue with both the 

drivers and the general public and decided to cancel all ac-

tivities by 1pm.  
 
 Although disappointed, the drivers understood that in order 

to power around the race course, the wet weather, in this 

case, visibility was too important to ignore and that in spite 

of traveling long distances, some drivers were from Mary-

land, Florida, Michigan and other areas of the country, the 

cancelation was in everyone’s best interest.   
 
The Chapter wishes to thank all the volunteers, Peter John-

son, the event Chairman, Teri Hoffman, Larry Lauterbach 

and all of the other drivers and  Chapter volunteers who helped carry out the show.  All was not lost however. The 

after show party at Hall’s was a huge success with a nice bar-be-que dinner and a post dinner auction of Race Boat 

Memorabilia helped raise some funds for charity.   

                                        

  

 

 

 



 

 

  

  
 
 

 The Adirondack Chapter of the Antique & Classic Boat Society is proud to present the 39th Annual Antique & 
Classic Boat Rendezvous. Scheduled annually for the fourth weekend of August it provides a setting for fun and 
friendship. Lake George, nicknamed “The Queen of American Lakes” is 32 miles long and varies from 1–3 miles in 
width. There are a total of 395 islands of various sizes on the lake. Come and spend some time exploring this beautiful 

lake and participate in our annual boat show. There will be many interesting boats and other land displays to see.  

            

 

Boat Show Weekend Highlights  
Friday, August 24th  
5:30 pm- 6:00 pm: Early Registration  

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm: Cocktail / Hors D’Oeuvres welcoming party with cash bar at Treasure Cove Resort, 

Diamond Point  
 

Saturday, August 25th  
8:00 am – 10:00 am: Complimentary coffee, muffins and doughnuts provided for exhibitors.  

8:00 am – 10:00 am: Registration and dock/land assignments.  

10:00 am – 3:00 pm: Ship’s Store on display and items available for purchase.  

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: Boats on display.  

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm:  Award Dinner at The Fort William Henry Resort  

 
We will once again have our fly-by parade for the spectators to view. As the boats pass the docks, they will be 
announced by name and a brief description of the boat. On the registration form, there is a check box where you may 
indicate whether or not you plan to participate in this activity. We will try and group boats that do not wish to 

participate together.  

                                                                                                                                                                              

 
Traditionally a non-judged show, exhibitors and participants are asked to vote on boats in the different ACBS 
categories. The public also votes for the “People’s Choice” Award. Additional voting and awards information will be 

included in your registration packet. The awards will be presented at the dinner after the show.  
 

 

 

                                                        
                                                                                                         
 

 

 

Adirondack Chapter, ACBS  
39th Annual  

Antique and Classic Boat Rendezvous  
August 24th & 25th, 2012  
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Registration Form  
  
Please complete, sign and return the enclosed registration form no later than August 11, 2012 with proper remittance.  
The Adirondack chapter will continue to support the new guidelines presented by ACBS International regarding the 
“Best Preserved” and “Best Restored” categories. On the registration form, please indicate if your boat has been 
“preserved” or “restored”. The general criteria is that traditional boats with less than 65% of their original hull side and 
deck planks should be considered as “restored” rather than “preserved”. Bottom replacement is a safety item and should 
not be factored into the preserved/restored estimate. We will be presenting the “Best Preserved – Most Original Boat 
Award” at our dinner. This award is provided annually to the chapter from ACBS headquarters. Please remember there 

is no official judging at our show; we are voting on what we personally like best.  

 

Friday Evening  
 
Our Friday welcoming reception will be held at Treasure Cove Resort, one of our sponsors for a few years. 
www.treasurecoveresort.com The resort is located at 3940 Route 9N in Diamond Point; just 5 miles north of Lake 
George Village and is directly on the shores of Lake George. There will be some docking available; if coming by boat, be 
sure to bring fenders as you may need to raft. If coming by land, enter at the office driveway and follow the Adiron-

dack Chapter signs.  
There will be plenty of hors d’oeuvres and boat talk. A cash bar will be available. Come and join us to see old friends 

and meet new ones.  
If staying at Treasure Cove, they have their own launch ramp and plenty of trailer parking.  
 

 

Saturday’s Events  
 
When you arrive at Saturday morning, you will be greeted by either the dock master or land display master, who will 

arrange boat placement. We will assist you with docking. We request that all registered boats be in place by 10:00 am.  
Once again, we will be joined by the Adirondack Triumph Association. The club was founded in 1978 and is opened to 
owners of all makes of British cars and motorcycles. We are hoping to have anywhere from 15 to 20 cars on display 

roadside.  
We are also hoping to have our Model-T friends from last year join us again roadside.  
The Antique Outboard Motor Club will also be joining us with an assortment of outboard engines. We are looking for-

ward to having their exhibit be part of our show.  
Our awards dinner will be held at The Fort William Henry Resort, across the street from the village docks. You can 
leave your boat at the docks and walk up the stairs to our awards dinner. Dinner will be under a tent, by the pool, di-
rectly overlooking the lake. The dinner will be a buffet with ham/cheeseburgers, grilled chicken breast, pulled pork, as-
sorted salads and dessert. Soft drinks and ice tea will be included. A cash bar will also be available. If coming by land, 

the hotel offers its’ own private parking lot.  
Once again, the Adirondack Chapter will be supplementing both events for all our members and guests.  
 
 



 

 Launching Sites  
East Side: Dunham’s Bay Marina: - 4.3 miles north on 9L. This site is for small boats only. (22 ft. or less with low wind-
shields) You have to go under a fixed bridge to get to the lake. Phone: (518) 744-2627 or (518) 798-1718 

www.dunhamsbaymarina.com  
Castaway Marina: - 6.75 miles north on 9L. Full service marina. Phone: (518) 656-3636 www.castawaymarina.com  
West Side: Norowal Marina: - 11.3 miles north on 9N in Bolton Landing. Full service marina. Phone: (518) 644-3741 

www.norowalmarina.com  
 
If you trailer your boat to Lake George, please remember to purchase a Lake Use Permit. ($7.50 day, $11.25 per week) 

Permits are available at any Marina.  
Additional Information  

If you are registering as a Vendor, it is required by the Village of Lake George to provide a Vendor ID number. A space 

has been added on the registration for that information.  
If you need any other information or assistance, please contact Marsha Smith, Boat Show Registrar, at (518) 225-0684 or 

e-mail: marshab@nycap.rr.com.  

 
We look forward to seeing you at the show!  
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