
 

  FULTON CHAIN & LAKE GEORGE RENDEZVOUS 

                               An aerial view of the Fulton Chain Boat Show        photo by Ed Stafford                                      

We enjoyed a spectacular sum-

mer with ideal boating weather 

helping us to get out on the 

water and enjoy our vintage 

watercraft.  The problem is it all 

ends too soon.   When that 

warm summer breeze turns to a 

chilly autumn wind we know it’s 

time to end our season and put 

away our toys. This issue will 
help remind you of a nice sum-

mer with two Adirondack 

Chapter Shows held in July in 

Old Forge and in late August in 

Lake George.  Both shows had 

more Exhibitors than space 

allowed and some were turned 

away as last minute boaters 

learned that registering early is a 

good bet. We had some unique 

boats displayed at both shows 
and some surprising class win-

ners.                                                 

Our annual dinner was held on 

Saturday October 6th at The 

Algonquin Restaurant in Bolton 

Landing attended by about 40 

Chapter members  where we 

enjoyed fine food and drink and 

for some, an end to a great 

boating season. Let’s hope next 

year proves to be just as nice as 

this past one was.   
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FROM THE HELM  

Marsha Smith, President  Adirondack Chapter   

As we tuck our treasures away and boating season comes to an end, I look back at all of the fun we had this year. We 

started the season off with a spring work shop at GarWood Custom Boats, held three boat shows, had fun at the Thursday 

gatherings and annual dinner and we’re still not done! 
 
Our annual dinner was held October 6th at the Algonquin Restaurant in Bolton Landing, overlooking Lake George. A won-

derful time was had by all and the silent auction held helps raise money for the chapter. This year, the Kent O. Smith Memo-

rial Award (presented by Kent O. Smith, Jr.) was given to Peter Johnson, for his enthusiasm and all of his work with both the 

Raceboat Regatta and Lake George Rendezvous. This year, I presented the president’s cup to Carol Hornick. Carol’s late 

husband Paul was one of the founders of the Fulton Chain Rendezvous. Since his untimely passing in 2006, Carol has contin-

ued his tradition, along with her family and other chapter members, organizing this wonderful boat show.  Congratulations 

Carol and Peter, and thank you both!! 
Continue to check the ADC calendar on our website for gatherings and other pertinent information. www.acbs-adc.org 

Boating Regards, 

Marsha Smith 

 

Trailering Your Antique or Classic Treasure – by Kurt Rothe 

 
     Most of us own either antique, classic, or contemporary boats worthy of displaying to the public.   In fact, most of us 

rather enjoy displaying our craft in boat shows, festivals, or wherever we can get the public to gather in order to see what 

boating was like many years ago.  As I look at the hair on my head, which of course is silver gray, I feel that I also fall in this 

category.    

 
     In taking some time to watch many fine craft being launched at a recent boat show, an idea occurred to me.  What about 

our trailers?  We take such good care of our boats but what about taking care of what carries these boats around our city, 

state or country?  I saw many really fine boats being towed on trailers that I would not think would even hold them securely.   

And that is my concern.  We are all really into “the varnish” but what about trailer upkeep?  Have you had your brakes 

checked lately?  What about the safety chains, lights, and other items?  What about the tie-downs used to secure the boat to 

the trailer? What about the winch assembly?  Is it secured properly to the trailer?  Is there adequate line on the winch as-

sembly?  Do you have sufficient line available in case something goes awry when launching your boat or putting it back on 

your trailer?  Needless to say, I saw very expensive ornate craft on rusty old trailers, most with no spare tire in case of a 

flat . Do you carry a tire jack to change the tire if that happens? 

There are many do’s and don’ts with regard to boat trailering.   Let’s examine the following for future reference –  

 

 Does my trailer have adequate lighting?  Do the lights work, including the directional signals? 

 Are my trailer bunks sufficiently padded to cradle the craft that I am towing?  What is the condition of the wood on the 

bunks?   Or the carpet covering the wood? 
 Do I have adequate safety chains to take care of the boat and trailer in case they should separate when driving? 
Is there rust on my trailer?   Maybe I should restore my trailer along with keeping up the varnish on my boat? 
                                                                                                                                                                            (continued on Page 3) 
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CANGARDA OPEN SHOP FORUM AT HALLS BOAT CORP.     by Neil Satterly 

On Saturday, September 8, Hall's hosted Dick Sherwood, ACBS Finger Lakes Chapter Member, who made an excellent presentation 

on his well-researched history of the 126 foot Steam Yacht, Cangarda. 

 

Thirty-plus people were present to see and hear Cangarda's very interesting history as a luxury yacht out of Toronto, a training ves-

sel during WWII, and a live-aboard on the port of Rochester, NY.  She was eventually sold with the intent of being restored, but 

things went from bad to worse, and the boat eventually sank in Boston Harbor. Cangarda was raised, sold, restored and, is currently 

berthed in Maine. The story of Cangarda and her seven owners was fascinating. 

 

Hall's Open Shop Forums will continue through the fall, winter and spring of 

2013. Don't miss the next one. Use this website to request notifications for 

future Hall's events:   www.hallsboat.com 

________________________________________________________  

 

                    Trailering your Antique or Classic Treasure – by Kurt Rothe 

                                                         (continued from Page 2) 
 

 Do I have adequate safety chains to take care of the boat and trailer in 

case they should separate when driving? 
Is there rust on my trailer?   Maybe I should restore my trailer along with 

keeping up the varnish on my boat? 

 

        Are there any parts on my trailer that might break?  Do any 

of the parts have cracks located in them? 
 Do I have sufficient tie-down straps to safely go down the high-

way? 
 Do I have the proper vehicle to tow the boat in the first place 

or am I going to have a problem like ruining my transmission be-

cause I am towing far too much weight? 
The capacity of the trailer should be greater than the combined 

weight of the boat, motor, along with other equipment.   The tow 

vehicle must be capable of handling the weight of the trailer, boat, 

equipment, as well as the weight of the passengers and equipment 
which will be carried inside.   This may require that the tow vehicle 

may need to be specially equipped with: 
        

 Engine of adequate power. 

 Transmission designed for towing. 

 Larger cooling systems for the engine and transmission. 

 Heavy duty brakes. 
Load bearing hitch attached to the frame, not the bumper. (Check 

your vehicle owner's manual for specific information.) 
 

     These are all issues that we should continue to address as we go 

about our hobby of antique and classic boating.  If we do, I believe 

that we will have a pleasant experience and day on the water. 



 

RECORD TURN OUT FOR OLD FORGE SHOW ON JULY 14th     

Above  Chapter VP Nick Lamando and Family in 1949 22’ Shepherd in Old Forge Boat Parade  
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                                                                        by Carol Hornick 
 

 

A record number of beautiful and interesting boats were 

displayed at the 22nd Annual Fulton Chain Rendezvous of 

antique boats on the Old Forge waterfront on Saturday, July 

14th.   Participants traveled from as far as Maine, Virginia and 

Pennsylvania as well as all over New York State to show 

their boats.  Perfect weather helped make it an enjoyable 

and successful event for participants and observers alike.  In 

addition to viewing the 62 boats, visitors to the show took 

free rides on Dunn’s Boat Service’s Chris Craft “Grace,” 

and children were given rides by Youth Development Direc-

tor, Neil Satterly on the “Adironduck.” 
 

 

Left Deke Morrison & Family Exhibitor’s Choice Winner  “Opus 26”  

 

 

 Awards were presented on Saturday night to these win-

ners: 

 
Ed Mitchell for “Indian,” a  1903 Leighton in the Historic 

Class 
Alan Rosenblum for “Marsey Dotes,” a 1927 Dodge in 

the Antique class 
Dan and Margaret Harder for “Danmar,” a 1955 Chris 

Craft in the Classic Utility class 
Ron and Sheila Cuccaro for “Rossa e Bianca,” a 1948 

Chris Craft in the Classic Runabout class 
Teri Hoffman for “T-14,” a 2001 Custom Racer in the 

Contemporary Classic class 

Michael DeSimone for his Cadillac in the outboard class 
Hallie Bond and the Adirondack Museum for “Echo,” a 

1927 Fay & Bowen in the Land Display class.  
Deke Morrison for “Opus 26,” a 1926 Hacker in the 

Exhibitors’ Choice category. 

 
The winners of the People’s Choice award were Mary-

ann and Bill Ransom for “Moose Feathers,” a 1958 Chris 

Craft. 

 
An award sponsored by the Antique and Classic Boat 

Society for the most original boat at this show was given 

to Wesley Butler for “Nutting Like A Woody,” a 1927 

Chris Craft Cadet. 

 

(More Fulton Chain Photos in the next issue of FW) 

 
Right  “Marsey Dotes” 1927 Dodge Antique Class Winner owned by Alan Rosenbloom 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Like all of us involved in this great hobby, a big part of my attraction to wooden watercraft is the beauty of the wood. In 

addition, we appreciate craftsmanship, natural materials, and unique or uncommon things. It is an expression of character, 

values, interests, style, and priorities. I like old or antique things that I can improve while I use them and preserve them for 

future appreciation. Things that are classic due to quality of materials or workmanship are hard to find or afford today. A 

wooden runabout was going to be a perfect fit. 
 
As we hunted for a lakefront cottage, I could already envision the Chris Craft docked in front. I was still considering the 

virtues of the model I'd finally select: speedy runabout or 3-cockpit cruiser with room for more friends, 1930's vintage or 

something more affordable. Then we found the perfect retreat. A large, classic log cabin. 
 
Built in 1935, well maintained and full of character, it was perfect. Only one concession, it sat on two small lakes and the 

association had chosen in 1920 not to permit any motorized watercraft. You might have to see it to agree, but it was still 

the perfect place. The seller suggested docking my dreamboat at a 25 miles away "nearby" big lake. Maybe, someday, but 

what now? A wooden canoe covered with canvas seemed like a good fit and tide-me-over while we built some equity pre-

paring for a runabout investment. While looking for a canoe we found a Penn Yan and decided we would need a rowboat 

too. 
 

That fall a canoe showed up in the classified ads and turned out to be the right one. If you've not paddled a wooden canoe 

you have to try it! Like the difference between mahogany and fiberglass, wood vs. aluminum/glass/Kevlar is night and day. 

Even just looking at it on water's edge its beauty and presence are undeniable! On the water the combination of weight, 

look and feel of the wood that surrounds, and the gleam of varnished surfaces makes you feel like a million dollars! And if 

you bump the hull with a paddle, though still not quiet, the depth and substance of the sound make it a whole different 

experience from aluminum canoes. 

 

I was hooked. I would always have a wooden canoe  
 
And when the Penn Yan was done it had the same  influ-

ence. To store my canoe during the first winter, we 

rigged a way to put it on the cabin wall inside. I realize 

now that this was a critical step in my collecting journey. 

It looked great up there and soon the idea of leaving the 

canoe there during open water season seemed like a 

good one. I'd find another to paddle. 
 

The next step sealed my direction. Discussions with a 

canoe enthusiast set me up with a collector with a cou-

ple of canoes for sale. Inspection and pick-up of the sec-

ond canoe included a review of his collection. Oops, I 

had no idea how many different models of canoes had been produced. On the way home I rationalized that number two 

would not be my last wooden canoe. 
 

As with lovers of mahogany runabouts, wooden canoe enthusiasts are pretty well connected with each other. Let people 

know what you're interested in finding and the pretty soon there were more opportunities. A couple of "canoe wanted" 

ads took me around the state viewing possible additions. Finding more to buy seems to be easier than finding new owners 

for those that no longer fit the collection. My wife Mary was very happy to see the first one sold. With 8 acquisitions in 

the stable she was rightfully concerned that it might become a one-way street.                       
 

                                                                                              A Different Twist     by Ken Kelly 
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_______________________________ 

TRADING DOCK 
FOR SALE 1962 Century Coronado 

21’ No Hardtop. For restoration. 

Original 390 c.i. Ford Interceptor. 

Purported to be one of the 

Coronado's won on The Price is Right 

game show.  $5,000.00 Located in VT. 

Email: eric.tolnes@verizon.net or call 

Eric (718) 727-9277 or call Jack at  

(802) 273-2122 

_____________________________ 

 

 
Free non-commercial classifieds for 

Adirondack Chapter members—please 

limit each ad to 25 words or less. Non-

member classified ads $15 for up to six 

lines. All classified ads run three issues 

unless canceled. Businesses are 

requested to place display ads which 

also run three issues.  

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Tom Carmel 

 

Contributors 

Kurt Rothe 

Mary Carmel 

Kent Smith 

Carol Hornick 

Ken Kelly   

Neil Satterly 

Ed Stafford 

 

Fourth Watch 
Questions, comments, submissions 

please contact the Editor: 

Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 248-6413  

Fax (914) 248-8432 

veritas2@verizon.net 

www.acbs-adc.org 
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The Adirondack Chapter welcomes the following 

new members: 

 

Samuel & Diane Allen        

Edgewater, NJ     January 2013 (date TBD)        

   

      Bentley’s Restaurant, Malta 

Matt Bartelme  Danbury CT 
1956 Chris Craft Runabout 17’      

      Fulton Chain Boat Show 

Lexi Becker, 

Guilderland, NY     Old Forge July 13 

 

Peter Koski       Lake George Rendezvous 

Upper Saddle River, NJ      

                                  August 24 

 

We look forward to meeting you 

at a future event 
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 Courting an Interest 
 

A mature collector of prints recently advised his audience that to  

begin a collection first buy what you like then learn 

about it. As your enthusiasm pushes knowledge growth, you naturally  

find an area within the field that appeals more than 
others do. For me that has led to specializing in the high end of wooden 

canoes. The mahogany long-decked Deusenbergs of canoeing, The Court-

ing Canoes. 
 

 

 

 

 

This started out being driven by the same motivators that led me to wood over aluminum -- beauty, style, craftsmanship, 

and exclusivity. Long deck canoes were the most expensive. In 1908, the cost of extra options of long decks and other 

premium trim could add more than 50% to the cost of the basic canoe. They were marketed as using the select grade of 
materials and would have been a source of more financial harm if any mistakes were made. Logically, the most experienced, tal-

ented, and trusted craftsman in the shop would have made these models. 
 

Because they cost more they were status symbols for showing off. There was little practical advantage, the long decks 

added weight, cleaning them out was more difficult, and because they held moisture along the deck seam they required 
better storage and care to avoid rot. The only practical advantage beyond appearance was that your date had less room to maneu-

ver. With 8 feet of decking on a 16-foot canoe they secured cozy proximity without any discussion. 

 

Gleaming mahogany decks help me feel connected to my original Chris dreamboat. And the courting canoe's style and 
beauty more than compensate me for weight and care disadvantages. Seven of my collection have decks longer than 24" and fall 

into this specialization. 
 

Another feature that narrows my special interest is the recurve, or shape of the stem line - the profile of the canoe's end 
shape. Sometimes called long-nose or torpedo shape, these canoes were associated with the Charles River, Massachusetts area. 

Kennebec (Waterville, Maine) said it well in their 1914 catalog presentation of their torpedo model: "The torpedo model is a par-

ticular favorite on the Charles, River, where canoeing is more thoroughly enjoyed by thousands than on any other body of water in 

this country, and where there is greater discrimination in selecting their canoes than in any other section." 
 

 

Marketing of the torpedo model continued with functional benefits, "Beautiful lines and speedy appearance, as well as several me-

chanical advantages, due to the increased length of the water line, decreased out-of-water length, and relief of bow fullness which 

makes it less liable to drift. These lines give a greater draft and displacement for a given weight, lower the center of gravity and 

reduce the liability of capsizing to the minimum". Though no builders made these exclusively, most long-nose models came largely 

from four Massachusetts builders in the Charles River area: Waltham, Robertson, Arnold, and Kingsbury, circa 1905 to 1920. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



39TH ANNUAL LAKE GEORGE RENDEZVOUS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 39th Annual Lake George Rendezvous began on a picture perfect 

Friday August evening at Treasure Cove Resort located in Diamond Point. 

Chapter Sponsor and host for our pre-show cocktail party Owner John 

Seh has a nice area on the lake with a launching ramp and docking. He has 

welcomed out of town Exhibitors at his resort since  becoming a sponsor 

several years ago.  Some members arrived by boat and we must give our 

thanks to Beckley’s Marina who kindly allowed the overflow to dock boats 

at their docks once space became a problem. When the weather is warm 

and beautiful why not travel by boat? 
 

The Boardwalk Restaurant provided on site catering and we were located 

right on the water. What a beautiful setting! Good food, good drink and 

time shared with fellow Chapter Members isn’t that why we all joined the 

Chapter and club in the first place ? 
 

Saturday morning arrived quickly and we need to give a shout out to all 

the volunteers of our Chapter who help make this happen. To get over 50 

Exhibitors in place on water and land is no small feat.  
 

Once again Youth Development Director Neil Satterly was on hand with 

“The Duck”, the kit boat he and Albany area youth help build to bring 

young people into the world of vintage boating and hope fully interest 

them in our hobby. He and past Chapter President  George Sperry gave 

rides to youngsters all day long.  
 

 

The Lake George Rendezvous is not a judged show, there are no  
official Judges adding or deducting points based on a boat’s condition and 

equipment. The various classes of winners are judged by the Exhibitors 

themselves making our show more of a fun event and easing the tension 

that can prevail at judged shows. So everyone is a winner! But we do like 

to award those boats that stand out in their various classes and of course 

the public gets to vote on their favorite boat for the People’s Choice Award.   
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When the weather’s right as it was for the 39th Rendezvous, the crowds come 

out. As any boat owner knows by now, exhibiting your boat at a show like ours 

requires answering the endless questions that are inevitably are going to be 

asked. It becomes an exercise in pride and satisfaction that validates all the 

time, expense and effort we all make to enjoy our chosen hobby. You never 

tire answering those queries and watching people really enjoy viewing your 

boat. This is what it’s all about. 

 
Looking at the boats is one thing, but seeing and hearing them in action only 

makes the experience better. That’s why we have the fly-by boat parade. Mas-

ter of Ceremonies John Skinner was on hand all day thanking our wonderful 

sponsors and announcing the boats as they roared past the docks.  
 
After many hours in the blazing sun all we had to do was walk right across 

Beach Road to The Fort William Henry Hotel for our awards barbeque held 

outdoors on the lawn with both the lake and majestic mountains in view.  A 

wonderful end to the 39th Lake George Rendezvous! 

 
In addition to our sponsors, who appear on the back cover of this newsletter 

we must give our thanks and appreciation to Warren County Department of 

Tourism for their financial assistance to the Chapter for this show. We also 

thank the Warren County Sheriff and Lake George Park Commission assisting 

in keeping the lake area clear of boat traffic so we can enjoy our fly-by parade.  

 

More thanks are in order for the Village and Town of Lake George and its 

Department of Public Works providing assistance with facilities and traffic                                                

Control. 

 

(See List of Winners on Page 11) 
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Historic—1914 26’ Consolidated Launch owned by Pete Brothers 

 
Antique—1934 Chris-Craft Runabout  25’ “Recovery” owned by 

Roger and Maria Johnson 

 
Classic—1947 Garwood 19.5’ Classic Runabout “Raven Rhapsody” 

owned by Chris Johnson 

 
Contemporary—2000 Vintage Marine 19’ Racer “ Blue Chip” owned 

by John Kovac 

 
Non-Power—1902 Hanmer 16’ Canoe “Noah John” owned by Ted 

Brothers           (Ted Brothers with Best Non Powered Award) 

 
Special Interest—1926 Nevins/Sound Inter Club Sail Boat 29’ 

“Caprice” owned by John E. Kelly III 

 

President’s Choice—1991 Clarion 25’ “Curvaceous II” (right) 

owned by Bill Bernhard 

 
People’s Choice—2002 Van Dam 28’  Racer “Jacqueline” owned 

by Chris & Jacqui Freihofer 

 
Honorable Mention—1953 Chris Craft 22.5’ Runabout 

“Optimist” owned by Robert Foulke 

 
Land Display—1976 14’ Custom Chitty Craft “Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang” owned by Sheila Rojas                  
                       
 
Dock Master’s Choice— 1945 US Coast Guard Launch 26’ “ 

Geraldine” owned by Joe Sabo 

 
Best Restored—1940 Chris Craft Runabout 23’ “Patriot” owned 

by Tom & Meredith Quinn 

 
 
 
(Below People’s Choice “Jacqueline” left;  “Patriot” right, Best Restored)                                



          HAPPY HOLIDAYS  AND BEST WISHES  FOR THE NEW YEAR FROM OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS                     
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