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 1958 16’ Peterborough Jupiter  “The Magee”                     Photo by Ann Huber

We are well into our winter 

when most of us have thoughts 

of warmer weather, springtime 

flowers and chores to do out-

side other than shoveling snow. 

It’s nice to see a boat in the 

water as  above from the ACBS 

International Show held at 

Gravenhurst in Ontario home 

to the Toronto Chapter. Adi-
rondack Chapter members Ken 

Tornvall and Annie Huber trav-

eled to the show and give us 

their impressions of a wonder 

trip last September.  

Winter also brings us to all 

kinds of plans, what kind of 

repairs, sprucing up and restor-

ing work on  our boats and 

what activities can we organize 

for the coming boating season in 
the Adirondack Chapter.                  

Incoming President George 

Sperry has assembled some 

activities for the new season 

with a tour of Hacker Craft’s 

new facility in Ticonderoga to 

be held in April. Boat Shows in 

Old Forge, Lake Pleasant and 

Lake George are being planned 

for July and August and the Race 

Boat Regatta is on in Septem-

ber. Lots to see and do.  
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 Greetings old boat and old-looking boat people! As I write this, spring is just around the corner, well, maybe if we all lived in Vir-

ginia…but just the same, we are all beginning to make plans for the coming boating season. Your newly-elected ACBS chapter board 

has been hard at work putting together a program we hope we’ll all enjoy in the months to come. 

 
First off, we will tour the new Hacker production facilities in Ticonderoga on April 24th. Hacker has, over the last few years with the 

leadership of Lynn Wagemann, and now, with George Badcock, made great strides in quality and productivity. Their new production 

facility on Delano Rd. off route 22/74 allows for even greater growth. More on that later. 

 
The Fulton Chain show will be on July 9-10th at the town docks in Old Forge. The Hornick family, along with Deke Morrison and 

Tom Maltby, will once again be chairing that show. The Old Forge show not only draws boats from the Fulton Chain, but from hun-

dreds of miles away. It’s always a great show and we owe a great deal of thanks to the organizers who put in so much work to make 

it what it is. 

 
The Lake George show, aka Lake George Rendezvous, will be held August 27-28th. Tom Carmel will once again be chairing that 

show along with a host of other volunteers. It takes a lot of work to put together a show of this magnitude and we owe thanks to 

everyone involved. 

 
This year September 24-25th will mark the return of the Antique Race Boat Regatta once again on Lake George. Lake George has a 

rich boat racing history and this show helps us to continue that great heritage. We are lucky that we have once again Teri Hoffman 

to chair that event.  

 

From the Helm        

 

 How often do we get to see wooden boats racing at speeds in excess of 100 MPH on a racecourse viewable from the town docks 

in Lake George? The Race Boat Regatta is a semi-annual event. If we can, I would like to see this event alternate every other year 

with a fall cruise, so suggestions for next year are most welcome. 

There are a lot of other events out there I encourage you to attend. Halls has had several high-quality workshops and plans more. 

The antique and classic boat people around Lake Pleasant put together a fine show in mid August. The Champlain chapter has events 

to our north and east. The Finger Lakes, Wine Country, New England, and Hudson Valley chapters all have events lined-up as well. 

There are many. Check their websites for more information. They certainly check ours. I also encourage you to patronize our spon-

sors. 

A few words about membership and participation. We need to get more people involved in our activities.  Cheryll Schampier, our 

membership chairman, and Neil Satterly, our youth coordinator, work hard to promote chapter growth, but each and every one of 

you can help too. Attend chapter activities, get involved, and please, introduce yourselves as members to people when you do at-

tend a show or workshop. Bring guests! Bring children! Bring friend’s children! 

George Sperry, President Adirondack Chapter 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPRING WORKSHOP  

Join us Saturday April 24th for a tour of the new production facility of Hacker Boats. Lynn Wagemann, George Badcock, and com-

pany recently completed construction of new production facilities on Delano Rd. in Ticonderoga, NY. They have invited us for a 

tour and lunch. This event is not to be missed. Quality of construction, quality of materials, and productivity have all been on the 

rise in recent years. Come see for yourself. They’re proud. Celebrations are in order. 
When:  Saturday April 24th 10AM 

Where: Delano Rd. – Ticonderoga, off NY 22/74. Please car pool if possible. 

RSVP’s to George Sperry - 518-585-3283 
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The Antique & Classic Boat Society 



  Our Trip to the 34th Annual ACBS International Meeting at Muskoka 
  by Ken Tornvall   photos by Ann Huber             

Page 3 FOURTH WATCH  

We left New Jersey on Friday, September 18 and drove to Williamsville, NY - an historic town outside of Buffalo.  We enjoyed a nice 

dinner at the historic Eagle House and the next morning we were off to Canada with a stop at Niagara Falls.  It’s been some years 

since we’ve been there and the Canadians have made a lot of improvements on their side.  With the mist coming off the falls you 

needed a rain jacket to stay dry.  The Niagara-On-The-Lake area which you pass through going to Toronto is just filled with wineries 

and we had the chance to taste some of them.  Their Canadian Ice Wine is very unique.  After the falls we headed for Toronto and 

checked into the Radisson Admiral Waterfront hotel.  We had a room with a great view of the busy harbor. 

 
On Saturday evening we headed by train to the suburb of Oakville for a wonderful dinner with Sharon and Clive, friends that we have 

made via the internet cooking club that Annie belongs to.  Another cooking club couple (Annie and Elery)  came to Toronto from 

Michigan for this cooking forum dinner party - lots of great food, great company and fun. 

Sunday evening we boarded the MV Hiawatha motor launch to cruise the harbor a bit and go out to the island which is home to the 

Royal Canadian Yacht Club for dinner.  From the island, the Toronto sky line is magnificent and we watched the sun set and the city 

lights come on. 

 
Ken Tornvall at Niagara Falls                                Toronto Skyline 

On Monday morning we started the drive to Gravenhurst in the 

Muskoka Lakes region.  We were given a great suggestion by Jamie 

Smith, the pre-event chairperson, to stop for lunch at a place called 

Weber’s for hamburgers.  It was a fun and busy place with picnic 

tables, old railroad cars and great burgers and fries and a very effi-

cient ordering, cooking and serving line!  (Speaking of Jamie Smith, 

he had our trip planned to the ―inth‖ degree with very thorough 

and easy to follow directions.) 

 
On Monday evening we all boarded the RMS Segwun from the Mus-

koka Wharf in Gravenhurst for a sunset cruise and buffet dinner on 

Lake Muskoka.  The evening cruise was quite nice and the weather 

so far was cooperating.  We got a taste of the lake and the beautiful 

boat houses that we would get to see more of on Tuesday and 

Wednesday. 

 

 
Pat Turner & Annie Huber 



 ACBS 34th Annual Meeting & 8th International Boat Show                     

Ian Watt’s 1947 22’ Chris Craft Utility (above) 

 

The Captain was Ian Watt who lives locally on the river and 

boats on Lake Muskoka - how lucky were we!  Ian really knows 

the lakes very well and had plenty of history and stories to share 

about the families, the homes and the boathouses.  So, with 

another great box lunch and a lot of rain, we started touring in 

his 1947 Chris Craft U22 Utility, what a day it was.  Ian pointed 

out some celebrity homes - Kenny G, Cindy Crawford and 

Goldie Hawn among them. We stopped at one incredible home 

with a waterfall and a natural rock formation that the owners 

have made into a rock climbing rock.  The waterfall ends in a 

lovely, serene pool and then the water is directed alongside the 

house down a water slide that empties into the lake.   

 

                   

 

 
We had gourmet box lunches on the boats and a picnic dinner 

at the Beaumaris Yacht Club which was an old and beautiful 

home with a gracious front porch that really made you feel 

welcome, it was perfect for lounging with a before dinner 

cocktail .  The food, as always, was outstanding.  

 
The Lake Rosseau boat house tour was on Wednesday and the 

early morning weather was not cooperating very well, giving us 

rain and fog.  Everyone hung around under cover of the pavilion 

on the wharf waiting until the fog cleared up but it was still 

raining a bit.  Since we were looking for a boat to ride in for the 

day, they bussed us up to Port Carling to try to find a ride on 
some of the Canadian boats that were there.   Most of the 

boats were already full with passengers and we were wondering 

what we were going to do.  Low and behold, we had met a 

wonderful couple from Kelowna, BC early on in our trip and 

Valerie McDermott and Gary Van Norman said we ―found‖ a 

boat!                                                                                         
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Bright and early Tuesday morning we started our Lake Muskoka 

boathouse tour with Bob McMahan at the helm and Gail McMahan 

as co-captain and passengers Carol and Bernie Atkinson and Annie 

and Ken.  We were lucky to get a ride on Gail and Bob’s 1953 Chris 

Craft 22 ft. Sportsman called Torch Song.  They came all the way 

from Chattanooga, TN, that’s some serious trailering. The Muskoka 
boathouses are out of this world and words can’t describe the 

beauty of the boats that were inside them.  We visited seven or 

eight boathouses which housed many of  those beautiful Canadian 

boats like the Ditchburn, Greavette, Minett Shields.  It looked like 

they just came out of the showroom, but they are from the twen-

ties and thirties.  At one of the beautiful mansions with a boathouse 

we were told that the owners only comes to visit for two and a half 

weeks each year and has a full time caretaker and gardener (and the 

gardens and grounds certainly show it).     

 

http://annseptember.smugmug.com/Friends/Canada-2009/9940406_AGXLW/1/678420770_tMdZn


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Ian took us to a great visit to Duke Marine Service where they had 

some beauties in their shop.   We were not paying enough attention 

to the clock and so we missed the bus back to Gravenhurst but Ian 

just said ―no problem, I’ll boat you back‖ and he did.  What a terrific 

person he is, on these trips you really meet some very special peo-

ple from all over.   

We had a nice group from our own Adirondack Chapter - Jean 

Hoffman, Teri Hoffman with Katerina and Sasha, David Misener with 

Spencer and Cheryll and Chuck Schampier.  Dave was the only one 

with a boat, his 1952 Chris Craft Runabout, ―Class E‖.  

The Muskoka area really has grown since we were there 13 years 
ago for our first ACBS international meeting.  That meeting was  

held at the Cleveland's House - another rainy week, but we lived 

through it and enjoyed it immensely.                                                                       1937 18’ Greavette Flash 
          

By the way, if you ever get to the Muskoka region, we stayed at the Marriott Residence Inn which served a fantastic complimentary 

breakfast every morning and is on the wharf right next to the Muskoka Boat and Heritage Center. 

 
Anyone can see these boathouses from the water, but the only way to 

tour these beautiful boathouses and see what’s inside is to be part of 

the ACBS and the wonderful chapters who make this possible. 

  

September 20th-24th 2009 at Gravenhurst, Muskoka  Ontario Canada                       
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http://annseptember.smugmug.com/Friends/Canada-2009/9940406_AGXLW/1/678420770_tMdZn
http://annseptember.smugmug.com/Friends/Canada-2009/9940406_AGXLW/1/678420770_tMdZn
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_______________________________ 

TRADING DOCK 
Free non-commercial classifieds for 

Adirondack Chapter members—please limit 

each ad to 25 words or less. Non-member 

classified ads $15 for up to six lines. All 

classified ads run three issues unless canceled. 
Businesses are requested to place display ads 

which also run three issues.  

 

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Pete Cartier 

704 Ridge Rd. Queensbury, NY 12804 
dsuv360fg@hotmail.com 
________________________ 

 

Contributors 

Annie Huber 

George Sperry 

Neil Satterly 

Ken Tornvall 

Karl Weinert 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Watch 
Questions, comments, submissions please 

contact the Editor: 

Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 248-6413  

Fax (914) 248-8432 

veritas2@verizon.net 

www.acbs-adc.org 

CALENDAR 
Spring Workshop Sat. April 24th 

Hacker Boat Co. Ticonderoga, NY 

 
Fulton Chain Rendezvous July 10th 

Old Forge, NY 

 
10th Anniversary Lake Pleasant Show 

August 21st  Lake Pleasant Marine  

 

37th Annual Lake George  

Rendezvous August 28th 

Race Boat Regatta September 25th 

 

ADIRONDUCK – ADC Youth Development 

 
Spring 2010 – the Adirondack Chapter and Hall’s 

Boat Corporation will offer free New York 

State Boater Safety training and certifica-

tion classes for youth ages 10 – 17 who would 

like certification in time for the coming season. 

 
All boaters between the age of 10 and up through 

age 18 operating a motorized vessel solo, are 

required to have either; a NYS Boater Safety Cer-

tificate, US Coast Guard Safety Certificate or US 

Power Squadron Safety Certificate. Personal wa-

tercraft operators aged 14 and over (including 

adults) are also required to carry any one of the 

above certificates when operating a PWC.. 

 
In 2008 the Adirondack Chapter helped 24 youth 

earn NYS Boater Safety Certificates at Satterly’s 

shop in Guilderland. 

 
Summer 2010  – Docking the ‘DUCK  Youth 

wanting to learn basic navigation skills are invited 

to join at the Hall’s dock on certain Saturday 

mornings – before it gets crazy out there –  to 

learn basic boating skills with the Adironduck, the 

ADC’s 10’ Christ-Craft pram powered by a vin-

tage Mercury outboard. These will be supervised 

sessions to help young people learn the proper 

way to fuel, board, dock, and navigate. PFDs will 

be provided and worn. Adults invited – bring a 

mug of coffee and your camera. 

 
Dates and times for classes were not established 

when this newsletter was published but if you 
know of youth who would be interested, e-mail 

Neil Satterly at nmsatterly@earthlink.net to in-

clude the name on the notification list. 

 
Boat Show  Meeting 
Saturday April 17th 
Noon at Bentley’s  

Restaurant Malta NY 
Volunteers Needed! 

mailto:nmsatterly@earthlink.net
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Thinking of Putting a New Bottom on Your Boat? 
 

 
 From the files of “Ask Karl” (Karl Weinert)* Q: I am considering the purchase of a 1950’s Chris Craft runabout. I have 

seen bottoms that have been re-done in ways that are not original, but the seller says they are “better than original.” Can you 

comment on the best practices in re-building bottoms?  
 
A: Thanks for your question; it’s a very good one, every owner of an old boat wonders about the same thing. Here’s my preferred 

way to handle old boat bottoms.  

 
 First the history~ Years ago when the Chris Crafts and other similar boats were being built, they did not have the products that 
we have today. In years past, bedding compounds were made of lead and linseed oils and used to keep water out of the hulls. The 
Chris Craft bottoms were double planked with canvas and bedding compound between two layers of wood. The canvas kept the 
water out until the outer layer of planking swelled tight. Years later the bedding compounds would dry out and lose their sealing 

ability.  
Often boat owners in an effort to stop the water from coming into the hull when the bedding compound was deteriorating would 
stuff caulking of some type into the outer layer of planking seams. This temporary fix seemed to be okay UNTIL the swelling planks 
had no were to move so they pushed up and outward from the keel pulling the frame ends apart at the chine. This resulted in a 

huge problem, the boat was falling apart. If you re-build a bottom using the old system, the same thing will happen.  

 
 Propelling forward into today’s technology ~ the 5200 modern bottom. If you use this system, the boat is double planked and 3M’s 

5200 is used as a sealer; adhesive applied between the two layers and planks. This 

system seals the planks were they are glued together.  
In addition, an epoxy sealer is used to seal the visible parts inside the boat and the 
outside of the hull thus totally encapsulating the wood. Just before the outside is 
sealed, spray the planks with water to bring the planks up to the proper moister con-
tent. This moisture actually swells the planks to their optimum size, seal the planks 

at this time and the planks will keep that size.  

 
 In the photo you will see I cover the bottom with sheet plastic to keep the moisture 
from drying too quickly (starboard side). The wood does stay stabilized, it won’t (or 
shouldn’t leak), this eliminates the wait time for the planks to swell, like yester-

year, and best of all the boat will not fall apart.  

 
 I don’t know your level of boat carpentry skill, but the bottom is the most impor-
tant part of the boat – if it doesn’t float - game over. There is a lot to doing a bot-
tom, plank spacing, when to do what, how dry is too dry? Is the wood too moist? On 
and on it goes. The best thing you can do is be totally honest with yourself; can you 
really do the job right? It is so cool to work on your own boat – but, maybe you can 
do a different task on the boat for bragging rights, just NOT the most important job. 
But, whether you do the bottom yourself or use a boat shop, you should learn more 
about the about the moisture content of wood, encapsulating, and the epoxy sys-

tems, so you can talk shop with your Boatwright and have an understanding of  
what he is telling you.  
 

there are multiple books available to read – all offer something valuable, even if it is to know don’t do it that way or YES, this is 
the way. One book you should add to your library is Don Danenberg’s book; How to Restore Your Wooden Runabout, from Motor-
Books ISBN 0-7603-1100-5 We are very lucky these days with all the modern sealants available. So, the modern bottom is pretty 
neat, it is much stronger, doesn’t leak and lasts many years. I use the 5200 3M System on all my boats. This is all my opinion and 

others may differ, but I have years of proof and grand results.  
 
I completed a total restoration of a 1955 Chris Craft 22’, and have included some photos of the bottom re-do for you to view. To 

view more photos go to my website; http://KarlWeinertBoatWorks.com  
click on Chris Craft and view the many photos posted. If you go through the photos you’ll see a pictorial of what will go into re-

doing your hull bottom. You might find the whole restoration interesting viewing.  
 
*This article written by Karl appeared in the November/December 2007 issue of Classic Yacht. Karl is a regular contributor in the new online 
magazine. It is a stellar magazine, the subscription is free ~ here’s the url. Take a look! http://ClassicYachtmag.com/current issue Karl’s articles 

are normally around the high 80’s low 90’s pages and the column is titled, A Gain of Truth.  
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