
 

VINTAGE RACE BOAT REGATTA SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 

         A Vintage Jersey Skiff At The Adirondack Chapter’s Vintage Race Boat Regatta   Photo by Michael Beakes

We have had a brutal winter 

this year with record snowfall 

and cold temperatures. We’ve 

been told that the groundhog 

predicts an early spring and we 

are holding him to that.  

The days are extending a little 

longer and the sun, when shin-

ing, seems a bit warmer, can 

boating season be far behind? 
Let’s hope so.                     

Inside we have Ken Tornvall’s 

travelogue of the ACBS Interna-

tional Meeting in Bay Harbor 

Michigan held last September.  

We also have our Vintage Race 

Boat Regatta article and photos 

on a wonderful weekend in late 

September.   

Neil Satterly keeps us up to 

date on the Youth Development 
project and the ―Adironduck‟s” 

appearance at the Albany Win-

ter Carnival.  Chapter President 

George Sperry has organized a 

workshop at The Adirondack 

Museum in Blue Mountain Lake, 

NY on May 14th with a tour of 

their behind the scenes facilities. 

A poker run is being organized 

sometime in June on Lake 

George. We can hardly wait to 

see spring arrive.                            

BUSINESS NAME 

                             WINTER 2011        

FOURTH WATCH        

WINTER 2011 
                  

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ADIRONDACK CHAPTER 

 

OF THE ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC BOAT SOCIETY  

OFFICERS 

President 

George Sperry 

Vice President 

Marsha Smith 

Secretary  

Stephen Upham 

Treasurer 

Teresa Hoffman 

MEMBERSHIP 

Cheryll Schampier 

DIRECTORS 

2011 

Mary Carmel 

Pete Fish 

Neil Satterly 

John Kovac 

2012 

Ray Ellor 

Kent Smith 

Chris Freihofer 

Jeff Clark 

2013 

Glenn Gentry 

Chuck Schampier 

Roger Johnson 

Adam Weisburgh 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 

Deke Morrison 

Nick Lamando 

Rod Sprattling 

Tom Carmel 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5322400&id=710676669&l=ed2a8427be


FROM THE HELM  

George Sperry, President  Adirondack Chapter  

  I hope everybody has had a great winter, not that it’s over, but we need to think positively. 

 
  A little bit about 2011…I spoke to the weather gods and they said they would help-out as long as 

we would. So far, the way it looks as of this writing, we have the following: 
 

 • April 9, board meeting at Bentley’s Restaurant  -  noon. This will also serve as the kick-off 

meeting for the Rendezvous. We owe a special thanks to Marsha Smith who answered Tom 

Carmel’s call for a co-chair for the Rendezvous. Just a reminder…although it’s a board 

meeting, all are welcome. 

 

 • May 14, Spring Workshop in the central Adirondacks – we will tour the off-campus storage 

facility of the Adirondack Museum, CSSC, with noted author and Adirondack Museum Boat 

Curator, Hallie Bond in the morning, have lunch in Long Lake, then visit Adirondack Good 

Boat after lunch. Adirondack Good Boat is the boatbuilding/restoration shop of Mason 

Smith, Reuben’s father, and Everett’s brother. Details will be mailed-out when all the details 

are worked-out. I’m real excited about this one! 

 

 • July 8 & 9, Fulton Chain Antique Boat – always a blast. 
 

 • August 26 & 27, Lake George Antique Boat Rendezvous – great show! 

 
 • September 17, Fall Cruise – Fall Cruise on the Saranac Lake Chain. This will be a joint chap-

ter cruise with the Champlain Chapter with a Barbeque to follow. Mark your calendars for 

this one! 
  In the last newsletter, I pleaded for someone to step-up to fill-in the vacant Secretary position on 

the board. Our prayers were answered! We all owe a special thanks to Steve Upham who volun-

teered to fill that position.  
  Once again, I encourage all of you to participate in as many of our activities as possible. If you at-

tend an Adirondack Chapter event and don’t see familiar faces, ask for me and I’ll make sure you 

meet others. We all share a common interest after all. Bring friends! Bring children! Bring friend’s 

children! 
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   VINTAGE RACE BOAT REGATTA SEPTEMBER 24-25 2010 

 

 

  The Lake George Vintage Raceboat Regatta began in fine style on September 25th.  The crane was positioned 

on Beach Road, the race course boat began setting the buoys, the vintage boats began lining up and by the time 

the Driver’s & Safety Meeting started at 9 o’clock we were ready to go! 
  Teri Hoffman helped coordinate the event with Larry Lauterbach from Chester, MD as the event referee, 

Brian Small with his APBA rescue / safety team from Massachusetts, and the duo of John Pepe from Oxford, 

MD and Dave Richardson from the Thousand Islands performed boat inspections.  
  Starting with a fleet of hydroplanes, the 
event got off to a thrilling start.  The hydro-
planes were divided into three fleets the 
smaller hydros, the larger and faster hydros 
and finally, the 5 liter & Grand Prix hydros.   
  The smaller boats were granted the first wa-
ter of the day and the first driver on the 
course was none other than Teri Hoffman in 
her Lauterbach pickle-fork “Gemini”. 
  The next fleet out were the Jersey Speed 
Skiffs and flat bottoms, among those was the 
APBA Vintage Region 2 Representative Bill 
DeGlopper in “Flyin High" and John Gast in 
“Mean Streaker” along with Dave & Jay 
Klinkhamer in “Ooh Carol” a marathon water
-ski boat that raced from Long Beach to Cata-
lina Island.                                                                                                        

 

 

           

                                                      

                                                       

                                

 

   

Following the Skiffs, we were pleased to host a 
couple of home town drivers, namely Johnny 
Sarris from Bolton Landing driving “Team 
Challenger” and Fire Chief Jeff Baertschi from 
Assembly Point running a couple of exciting 
performance outboards, along with Richard 
Luhrs in his twin engine Switzer Craft “Dustin 
The Wind”. 
 The Larger Hydroplanes then took to the wa-
ter including Hal LeDuc’s “Opechee”from 
Michigan, Dick White’s “Scorpio”, Dr. Bob 
Hampton’s “Miss Sapphire”, Dave Richard-
son’s “Big Chief” and Leo Croistiere’s “Hot to 
Trot.”                                                                                                     
Photos by Michael Beakes                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                  (continued on page 10) 
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 BLUE WATER ADVENTURE  ACBS 35TH ANNUAL MEETING by Ken Tornvall  

  

On Saturday night, the start of the pre-trip, we 

had a ―Taste of Michigan‖ dinner.  A delightful 

buffet featuring all Michigan products - foods, 

local beer and local wine.  It was to have been 

held at the beach but due to the weather, it was 

indoors.  Following our dinner we retired to the 

conference center to view some very vintage     

footage of wooden boat racing and a film which 

was done for Chris Craft as an advertisement to 

show you how to enjoy your boat with your 

family as a home on the water.  
                                                               (photos by Anne Huber) 

 

Bay Harbor is a very interesting and beautiful 

place right on Little Traverse Bay.  It was 

developed from a mining operation and a 

massive cement plant that showed the scarred 

landscape over 1,200 acres and five miles of 

shoreline on Little Traverse Bay, part of the big 

Lake Michigan.  We were told that many 

developers tried to reclaim the site but failed.  

David V. Johnson, Chairman of the Bay Harbor 

Company, started his dream in July 1994 to fill 

the moonscape with an ultimate lifestyle.  It’s a 
year round resort with everything you can 

think of to do, great restaurants, a busy marina, 

nature preserve and public parks, premier golf 

course with more water frontage than any 

course in North America, renowned equestrian 

club, world class yacht club and a junior sailing 

program.  Bay Harbor is called the crown jewel 

of Michigan.  
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It’s hard to believe that another year has flown by 

and we catch ourselves getting ready for the pre-

trip and ACBS annual meeting in Bay Harbor, 

Michigan.  We left on Thursday, September 9 from 
East Brunswick, NJ and we were on our way to 

middle son, Ken, and granddaughter, Barbara, to 

stay at his barn house in Saugatuck, MI.  Saturday 

morning we went north to Bay Harbor which is 

right near Petoskey, Harbor Springs and Boyne 

City.  We returned to Michigan from ten years ago 

when the meeting was held on Mackinac Island and 

the Water Wonderland Chapter, ACBS, hosted 

the pre-trip then too. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                            
 

 

  
On Sunday, September 12, day one of cruising, a very early hot breakfast was served in the con-

ference center and the captains had their meeting.  Annie and I chose the north Michigan’s Inland 

Waterway trip that day and our captains were Russ and Tammy Arrand of Cadillac, MI who own 

Cadillac Boat Shop.  We were in their 1941 Chris Craft Deluxe Utility 22’ ―Blue By U‖.  It had an 

8 cyl. 240 HP and let me tell you that Chris really moved on the turns on the Crooked River and 

Burt Lake!  The other riders were Cheryl and Jack Hartwig of Saint Charles, MO.  This day the 

water got rough in the afternoon.  Dinner was at The Pier in Harbor Spring, owned by the Bay 

Harbor folks. 
Monday, September 13, day two of cruis-

ing - another great buffet breakfast and 

captains meeting were held in the confer-

ence center.  Our captains for this day 

were Gary and Sue Bradley of Kentwood, 

MI.   Gary and Sue have a cottage on Wal-

loon Lake where they keep their 1956 

Chris Craft, Continental, 20’ with a 6 cyl 

158 hp, named ―Finale‖.  The other riders 

were Tom and Donna Rudy of Medford, 
OR, who are also members of the Water 

Wonderland chapter but have moved to 

Oregon for a few years.   

Tom and a friend built a 2008 Custom Hankinson Tahoe 21’, 8 cyl, 330hp, Crusader named 

―Retrospective‖, a beautiful runabout that took one of the awards at the show.  We cruised Wal-

loon Lake and lunched at the Walloon Lake Country Club which was first class!  Again, the ride 

was wonderful with Gary and Sue pointing out the celebrities that have homes on this lake includ-

ing the family of Ernest Hemingway.  Again, the water was rough after lunch, but we were seated 

up front and stayed pretty dry thanks to our hosts and other guests. Dinner was held at ―Knot 

Just A Bar with a great buffet to help yourself with a great many tastes of the sea.  

Our last day, Tuesday, September 14 - it again began with a captains meeting and an omelet sta-

tion breakfast with two chefs handling three pans each, making anything you wanted and they 

could flip two pans at one time - a great show for early in the morning.    We were set to explore 

Lake Charlevoix but due to very rough water 

and waves six to seven feet, Bill Ballard and 

the chapter decided it was not safe to go out 

that day and also thinking of the safety of the 

chapter volunteers.  They did such an out-

standing job getting the boats off the trailers 

but it was an unbelievable feat with the rough 
water getting them back on without any hic-

cups.     (continued on page 7) 
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_______________________________ 

TRADING DOCK 

 
Chris Craft vintage parts and manuals related to 
a 1953 Special Sportsman; 1953 CC Waterways 
sepia catalog; large two page 1952 CC ad and 
1950's CC kit boat ad; 1950's Ideal balsa/
mahogany wood model kit (complete) of a 1950s 
20' CC  Sportsman; CC books and Video. Please 
call or e-mail for photos and full 
descriptions. jsmolin@together.net  or  (518) 439 

7559 

 

 

 
Free non-commercial classifieds for Adirondack Chapter 
members—please limit each ad to 25 words or less. Non-

member classified ads $15 for up to six lines. All classified 
ads run three issues unless canceled. Businesses are 

requested to place display ads which also run three 

issues.  

 

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Tom Carmel 

 

veritas2@verizon.net 

_______________________ 

Contributors 

Annie Huber 

Ken Tornvall 

Kent Smith, Jr. 

Teri Hoffman 

Neil  Satterly 

Fourth Watch 
Questions, comments, submissions please contact the 

Editor: 

Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 248-6413  

Fax (914) 248-8432 

veritas2@verizon.net 

www.acbs-adc.org 

CALENDAR 

April 9 Board Meeting  

Bentley’s Restaurant Malta 

 
May 14 Spring Workshop Adirondack 

Museum Blue Mt. Lake 

 
ACBS Quarterly Meeting June 2-5 

onboard ―The Queen Mary‖  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BOATER EDUCATION OFFERED IN 

GUILDERLAND 

 
The 8-hour NYS Boater Safety training program 

will be offered over two, four hour evenings on 

April 27 and 29 at Lynnwood Reformed Church in 

Guilderland. Young boaters are required to take 

the course and pass the exam which leads to a 

NYS Boater Safety Certificate. 

 
BEFORE THIS IS POSTED on the NYS Parks web-

site, ADC members can reserve a seat in the class 

by contacting me at nmsatterly@earthlink.net by 

March 31. 

 
This year there will be a nominal facilities use fee 

for each student and the class size will increase to 

40. If you know of anyone interested, please don’t 

delay reserving a spot. The class will fill quickly 

once the course is posted. 

 
NYS Parks has reformatted and improved their 

website and course materials. For more informa-

tion go to: http://nysparks.state.ny.us/recreation/

boating/education.aspx  
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 BLUE WATER ADVENTURE  BAY HARBOR MICHIGAN  by Ken Tornvall   (continued from page 5) 

 
Since there was no boating this day for us we lunched at a cute little diner in Harbor Springs called Mary 

Ellen’s Place and found a wonderful road going up M119 Lake Shore Drive for a very scenic drive called The 

Tunnel Of Trees.  It was wonderful but you had to be careful, the road was good but narrow. 

 
From 3:30-5:30 p.m. we were invited to stop and visit John and Zita Winn’s boat house (which was formerly 

a marina) for a tour of their fantastic collection of boats.  They also opened their beautiful and unique home 

to us.  Refreshments were served which added to the enjoyment of the day. 

 
Just a short walk from enjoying the hospitality at the Winn’s home, we enjoyed a barbecued chicken dinner in 

East Park on Round Lake in Charlevoix which 

was prepared by the Charlevoix Lions Club.  

This brought a close to the pre-trip activities 

and we would go on to enjoy the ACBS Annual 

Meeting.  However, I can’t say enough about 

the Water Wonderland chapter and their Blue 
Water Adventure.  These folks worked so hard 

to make this run like a clock for all concerned.  

I can’t mention everybody’s name but a few 

have to be given outstanding applause - Barbara 

Woodrow, Bill Ballard and Gerry VandeVusse.  

Their team of volunteers was outstanding; they 

all performed with the precision of a drum 

corps. 

 
On Wednesday, September 15, the annual 

meeting had some optional activities to partici-
pate in and so I went to the Van Dam Custom 

Boat Works and what a sight that was to see.  

These one of a kind crafts coming together and 

being able to just walk around and stop or talk 

to the people that help make these beautiful 

crafts possible.  Mr. Van Dam and staff really 

produce outstanding one of a kind crafts.  See-

ing them in different stages is really a treat for 

someone like me.  We left Van Dam eating our 

delicious box lunch and on to Cedarville and 

The Great Lakes Boat Building School.  On our 

motor coach was Gerry VandeVusse, president 

of the Water Wonderland chapter and Bob 

Brown, General Manager of the Arnold Transit 

Line. Bob’s grandfather, Prentiss Brown bought 

the business in 1921.  He was a U.S. Senator 

and is remembered as the ―father‖ of the 

Mackinac Bridge.   
Chris Smith, Grandson of Founder Christopher Columbus Smith of Chris Craft Boats 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BLUE WATER ADVENTURE BAY HARBOR MICHIGAN  (continued)         

 
Bob and Krista still own the original family’s 1928 26ft Chris Craft Triple that was one of the first 

boats bought from E. J. Mertaugh Boat Works.  Bob gave us a wonderful history of the area that we 

were driving through and the ferry companies from many years ago.  There were lots of old charming 

stories about the air in the lower and upper peninsulas and about going over the Mackinac Bridge 

where folks would open their car window when they got halfway over to let the LP air out and let the 

UP air in.  Onward to the boat building school that is located right on Cedarville Bay with the new 

12,000 square foot building.  It offers to teach young and old the boat skills that are needed to 

maintain and preserve the craftsmanship of wooden boat building.  They indicated that they would 

have 12 to 15 students this year and go all through the winter for a 9 month period - there is not 

much night life in Cedarville in the winter months.  I noticed on their bulletin board an inquiry from 

Hall’s Boat Corporation located on Lake George and many others having job openings. 

 
On Thursday, September 16, we went to the old Victorian Terrace Inn in Bay View for afternoon tea, 

don’t laugh, it’s not just for ladies.  Tea was followed by a walking tour of the Bay View Association 

which has about 450 Queen Anne style cottages, two inns and 30 community owned buildings.  We 

were broken up into two groups 

and our local historian was a 

school teacher named John and 

he was outstanding.  Here too 

Ernest Hemingway’s name came 

up and we got a glimpse of his life 

when he was a teenager.  This 

whole complex is completely 

shut down for the winter, like 

many of the camps on Lake 

George.   
On Thursday and Friday boats 

started to come in and go to 

their assigned dock space in the 

Bay Harbor Marina.  If you were 

so inclined, there was a shuttle 

bus to take you to the Odawa 

Casino Resort in downtown 

Petoskey.   
Friday night under the tent on the grounds of the marina was the Scholarship Fundraising Auction and 

we think the fund did very well to move forward to help the people that need it.  It was a very well 

attended auction and dinner. 
Naturally all day Friday and Saturday people looked at 128 boats, which we understand is the largest 

turnout of woodies ever!  They were outstanding, from small to large and came from all over the 

country and Canada.  We have met Ron Hooker from Indiana many times since 2002 and he always 

brings his 1956 16 foot North American 70 hp Mercury called Sugar Loaf.  He took home another 

award Saturday night and he has been to 55, yes 55, boat shows with his boat.  He is a remarkable and 

interesting person. 
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We had a nice Adirondack group this year with Jean Hoffman, Teri,  Katerina and Sasha Hoffman, JR 

and Marsha Smith, and Don who is representing Hacker in the Florida area showing off the new 

Hackercraft ―Sterling‖, Cheryll and Chuck Schampier and our own Barbara Smith and her sister, 

Betty Stencil, from Detroit. 
 
 Chris Smith and his family were in attendance and I would be remiss not to mention Chris’ new 
book,  An Odyssey (A Collection Of Short Stories) Compiled By Joy Smith.  You might want to get a copy, 

we did and are enjoying it immensely! 
 
Many, many people at the pre-trip and the boat show said that it was the best ever and a lot had to 

do with the Water Wonderland Chapter and how everything was handled.  Our hats are off to 

them. 

 
In September 2011 the ACBS Annual Meeting and Boat Show will be at The Abbey Resort on Lake 

Geneva, WI.  See you there, I hope. 

 

  (Left, Adirondack chapter President George Sperry at Hall‟s Boat 

   Corp. Open Shop January 8, 2011 photo by Teri Hoffman) 

                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

VINTAGE RACE BOAT REGATTA 
(continued from page 3) 

 
Lake George was then graced by a vision 

from yesteryear when the vintage Gold 

Cup boats left their dock slips and got up 

to speed.  Mark Mason brought to Lake 

George his two 28’ Horace Dodge replicas 

“Impshi”, and ―Hornet”, piloted by Alan 

Larter of Silver Bay, running side by side 

with Tom & Larry Turcotte’s GarWood 

Speedster “Lulu‖. 

 
The most exciting part of the day was the 
final class of boats – the large hydroplanes.  
Sylvain Demers expertly drove the 
“Desourdy Special”, with Larry Lauterbach 
driving “Nordic”, John Pepe in the “Miss 
Crazy Thing” and Marv Hart in “Hart’s 
Hustler”, a boat that had not been on the 
water in over 20 years.  The drivers put on a 
unbelievable show and were greeted by a 
cheering and most appreciative crowd 
when they returned safely back to the 
Village Docks.  
 

With many thanks to Mayor Blais, the Lake 
George Park Commission and our 
Corporate Sponsors: Bette & Cring, Taylor 
Made and John Ray & Sons.  And a very 
special thanks to all of the American Power 
Boat Association (APBA) and Antique & 
Classic Boat Society (ACBS) volunteers who 
worked so hard to make this such an 
extraordinary event.  What a great way to 
end the 2010 Vintage Raceboat season! 
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Turcotte Brothers Garwood “Lulu” 

 

Mark Mason‟s “Impshi” 

 

John Pepe „s “Miss Crazy Thing” 

 

(Photos by Michael Beakes) 
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 Winter Duck Tails   

submitted by Neil Satterly ADC Youth Development Chair 
 
The Duck was invited to be part of the Albany Youth 

Winter Carnival on Monday, February 21 at the Albany 

Armory. A few of the Albany youth who worked on the construction wanted the boat in a display of activities and programs they 

have participated in. The group’s leader, Brother Yusef Burgess called me and asked if having it at the carnival would be possible. 

 
With slight trepidation for winter elements I committed knowing it would be for a good cause. The indoor event is sponsored by 

Albany District Attorney David Soares, Albany Police Department Gang Prevention unit, Albany City Recreation Services and Victory 

Church - Rev Charlie Muller.  The event goal is to provide a day of recreation, food and games to disadvantaged youth during their 

President’s week break from school. Volunteers and businesses from around Albany donate time and money to make the day fun and 

special. The Duck was a big hit and attracted not only attention but inspired people to realize, by tangible example, that kids will re-

spond to programs of all types when given some attention and a chance to succeed.  

 
The week prior, I retrieved the boat from Hall’s Boat Corp. storage. This was done with ease, thanks to Hall’s staff that had it wait-

ing. The trip down the Northway was clean and dry. But true to form this year, it snowed three inches the night before the event so 

that by the time I reached the Armory, dark brown, frozen stalactites encrusted the entire trailer, boat and much of the cover. The 

cover….what a great investment that turned out to be!   

 

Several of the youth were waiting at the entrance but   

before wheeling the Duck in, she needed to be  

rinsed off. Without any hose to spray the boat and 

the trailer the kids began a bucket brigade until the  

boat was mostly rinsed.  This left the main entrance 

sidewalk with an accumulation of ice.  Hasn’t this 

winter been a blast this year?  

 

The rest of the day was wonderful  and the Duck garner- 

ed high honors of all displays—according to my heavily 

biased opinion.  A very impressed District Attorney, 

David Soares, spoke with me at length about the pos- 

itive impact that projects like the Adironduck  have on  

youth and thanked me repeatedly for involving the  

youth. He explained that six of ten males in Albany  

won’t graduate from high school and many will be in his 

office facing criminal charges at some point. Most of this 

he claims can be prevented when kids have programs  

to attend where they can be a part of something pos- 

itive. The Winter Carnival is about showing positive  

choice examples for youth in the City of Albany. I was 

proud to spend the day participating with our Chapter’s 

Youth Development program boat.  

 

For a quick read on origins of Victory Church, Pastor  

Charlie Muller and how his work impacts youth, go to 

http://www.godinthecity.com/VCC/Charisma.html. 

The posting is from 2003 but illustrates the passion he 

and the volunteers like him have for youth and the  

greater community.  

 

 

(See Page 12 For Photos of the Show)  
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(Top) Albany youth with their leader Brother Yusef Burgess (second from left) 
City Gang Prevention Coordinator Cook Barrett (left) and Albany County Dis-

trict Attorney David Soares on far right. 

 
(Middle) Adironduck was part of a larger display on outdoor activities from 

gardening to mountain climbing that youth participate in. 

 

(Above) AmeriCorps Mentor and Mentee 

   Youth Judging Event  

  This Summer? 
    By Neil Satterly 

 

Haggerty Insurance has offered to un-

derwrite costs for Youth Judging at 

the Lake George Rendezvous this 

coming summer. Haggerty offers a T-

shirt for each youth judge, scoring clip 

board and reasonable costs for pres-

entation awards. 

 
I have offered to host a winter/spring 

workshop for youth to make the 

―transom‖ awards if we can get a 

chapter member or two to assist the 

kids with judge training and judging 

assistance the day of the show. 

 
If you have been looking for a way to 

be involved with the youth, please 

don’t miss this opportunity, contact 

me at nmsatterly@earthlink.net and 

we’ll make a plan. 

 
(Photo Courtesy Hagerty Insurance) 
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