
  

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

SUCCESSFUL SEASON WRAPPING UP  
 

 

 

Drone View of Lake George Rendezvous       (photo by Kent O. Smith Jr.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Another “near normal” boating 

season has ended with just one boat 

show for the Adirondack Chapter 

this year as the Fulton Chain show 

had to be canceled due to Covid 

restrictions. In addition some of our  

workshop events were also can-

celed due to social distancing re-

quirements and other fallout 

brought on by this pandemic. Our 

annual dinner and meeting was held 

outdoors in October to alleviate any  

possibility of spreading this virus at 

an indoor venue.   

A new slate of officers for the Chap-

ter were approved by the Board and 

voting members.  Our northern 

neighbor chapter, the Lake Cham-

plain Chapter, is hosting the ACBS 

International Boat Show next year 

from  September 5th through the 

10th and is seeking volunteers to 

help put on this event.  Details of 

the planning for this week of events 

will be kept up to date on the Chap-

ter’s web site lcacbs.com. Registra-

tion for all of the events will open 

around April first on a first come 

first served basis via the acbs.org 

web site. Numbers of slips and 

event seats are finite. Feel free to 

email questions to the Chapter 

President, Sue Haigh at  

suelafever@gmail.com. 

Inside we have a great article on  

very rare Morin Boats by John Paint-

er whose boat “Line Check” is 

featured.  
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FROM THE HELM  

Neil Satterly, President  Adirondack Chapter 

 

 
 

 

Season’s Greetings Members, 

In my first version of this letter, I was taking liberty to twist a national headline from 2021, saying it was 

a "Boat Back Better" year for the Adirondack Chapter. The President’s infrastructure bill aside, you 

might have agreed that it was a comeback year for Chapter activity over 2020. But as Yogi said, “it ain’t 

over until it’s over” and the year is ending with a resurgence in the pandemic that torpedoed our block-

buster workshop at Hall’s – at least for now. So, the letter is revised.  

  A big thank-you goes out to immediate past president Ed Becker and Sally Becker, and the ADK board 

of directors for their work to create some memorable days this summer, and to you for coming out to 

shows and chapter events. A big thank you also to our Chapter sponsors for their generosity. Read 

more in this issue for some wonderful recaps of this past summer.  

This newsletter comes your way between Thanksgiving and Christmas when attention is rightful- 

ly focused on traditions of the season. Give thanks for what you have and the people around you. May 

Santa, bring you bring you boating toys, tools, or whatever accessories you want. Do you have any 

friends who might benefit the gift of ACBS/ADK membership?  
 

Looking ahead, we are not giving up on our workshop ideas, only postponing them as we wait for the 

Covid clouds to lift, making it safe enough to gather indoors. Our two rock-star presenters, Tim Gau-

treau and Joe Fleming have both agreed to reschedule their appearances! Do you have a topic you 

would like covered in a future workshop? Please let Adam Weisburgh know aweisburgh@live.com. Al-

ways watch our Facebook page and First Watch emails for announcements between newsletters.  

Please also be thinking ahead to our two boat shows in 2022 and the ACBS International Show being 

hosted by our neighbor, the Lake Champlain Chapter. Take advantage of the many opportunities to 

make new boating friends while helping at these events.  

Have a cup of Cheer!  

 

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Neil Satterly  

President Adirondack Chapter  
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A series of protection and safety articles provided to you by ACBS Safety Officer Goody Thomas and Hagerty Classic Insurance 

expert assistance from ACBS member, Gary Hutchens, owner of Torch Lake Classics. Please boat safely, store safely and prepare

mailto:aweisburgh@live.com
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NEW ADIRONDACK CHAPTER OFFICERS INTRODUCED AT ANNUAL DINNER 
 

The Adirondack Chapter held its annual dinner and meeting on Saturday October 2nd at the Saratoga Spa State Park Coesa 
Pavilion with around 40 members attending this free event. This meeting completes the two year term of President Ed Beck-
er’s reign and a new slate of officers were elected by the chapter and Board mem-

bers. The meeting wraps up the events of the year and includes chapter finances 
and annual report by Treasurers Armand Sieper and Carol McCarthy.  Neil Satter-

ly was elected as our new Chapter President along with Adam Weisburgh 
as Vice-President, John Painter as Secretary and 

Armand and Carol returning as Treasurers.   

 
Our meeting was held outdoors in deference to the  

Covid pandemic and was catered by Augie’s Restaur- 

ant of Ballston Spa.  
 

Outgoing President Ed Becker 
and Sally Becker awarded 

The President’s Award to Paul 
Leah and Fred Fink. 

 

Incoming Vice-President Adam Weisburgh discussed the 
upcoming 50th Anni-
versary of the Lake 

George Rendez- 
vous and with former 

President Cheryll 
Schampier, the  

unfortunate passing 
of Chuck Schampier 

who contributed 

his time and efforts to the Chapter for many years.  

 
The first annual Chuck Schampier Memorial Award went to Ed & Sally 

Becker. The Kent O. Smith Mem- 
orial Award was given to Ellen Robbiano and Neil Satterly accepted on 

her behalf. John Painter was given 
The “Broken Wheel” award for his boat being uncooperative on the day of the Rendezvous by refusing to 

start.  

 
Gene Porter, of the Lake Champlain Chapter and ACBS International Board member gave a video  

presentation for the upcoming ACBS International Boat Show to be held 
on the Burlington, Vermont   

Lake Champlain waterfront September 5-10 2022.  Volunteer Co-
Ordinator Susie Becker was also on 

hand to gather volunteers needed for this week long event. Her contact 
information is:  

susieb.123@ outlook.com.    

 
 
(Incoming President Neil Satterly above; Lower left Sally & Ed Becker and Cheryl Schampier & Adam Weisburgh; 

Upper left Paul Leah & Ed Becker) 

                         

 

 



 

                       

GREENWOOD LAKE LAUNCH WORKS AND THE MORIN BROTHERS 
                                                                                                by John Painter 

 

 

 

The greatest war to end all wars was brewing in Europe. There would be 40 million casualties before 

World War One ended in one of the deadliest conflicts in human history. The Morin family lived on the 

island of Lussin, Croatia, located south of Venice, Italy, in the Adriatic Sea. In 1912 two years before the 

War, the father arranged to send his sons to America. The father of three boys had a brother in the 

United States who was employed by the New Jersey Railroad. The railroad operated barges on the Hud-

son River, crossing over to New York City and required oak timbers to keep the barges in repair. When  

Otto, Nick and Mike Morin immigrated past the statue of Liberty and joined up with their uncle, they 

were given employment in the Greenwood Lake, NY area, 40 miles north of New York City, cutting 

down timbers to build and repair barges.  
 

After settling in Sterling Forest, NY area, the boys remarked how similar Greenwood Lake was to their 

local harbor in Lus-

sin.  It didn’t take 

long for the young men to buy an 

idle boat building shop and service 

yard business on the east side of 

Greenwood Lake.  Otto, Nick, and 

Mike established their business in 

1913 and called it the Greenwood 

Lake Launch Works. In the early 

years, the brothers built round 

bottom, wooden boats, narrow 

launches, and gaff-rigged, wooden 

sailboats used by local sailing clubs. 

One of company’s newest boats 

was a very popular ice sailing boat 

built on Greenwood Lake. 

 
By the 1920s, their business was prominent in the local area. They changed the name to Morin Craft. 

From the 1920’s through 1942 the brothers concentrated on building mahogany V-bottom speedboats 

ranging in size from 18-32 feet long. On average Morin Craft built 10-12 boats a year on Greenwood 

Lake, all powered by Scripps, Kermit and Lycoming engines. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Page 4 FALL 2021 FOURTH WATCH 



Page 5 
FOURTH WATCH  FALL 2021 

                                           

 

            

 

 

In 1941, America once again was 

about to send its youth to war 

in Europe and the Pacific. Amer-

ica needed a vibrant boat build-

ing industry of all types and the 

Morin brothers moved their 

business to Arverne, NY, near 

Rockaway Beach.  They rented a 

plant in Belle Harbor, Long Is-

land for the next four years as 

they built 45-foot Air Sea Res-

cue Boats (called Crash Boats) 

powered by Hall-Scott gasoline 

engines. The Morin Brothers’ 

business thrived during the war 

years as their wooden boats 

were easily delivered to various 

Navy terminals throughout the 

New York City area.                          
                    (“Line Check” being loaded for restoration) 

 

At the conclusion of WW II and with their war boat contracts expiring, Mike Morin went home to 

Greenwood Lake, NY to restart the high-speed mahogany runabout business. Mike Morin concentrated 

on 23-foot runabouts and built several boats a year at the Greenwood Lake Launch Works site. 
         (continued on page 7) 
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TRADING DOCK                            
________________________________                                           

FOR SALE 

1961 Grady-White 17’ outboard with 
original Tower of Power Mercury 850 

engine. Boat restored by owner in 2012. 
Excellent condition. Contact Rich Rosselli  at 

(203) 558-0275. richrosselli@gmail.com 

_________________________________ 

 

Display Ad Rates 

Quarter Page: $120 

Eighth Page: $75 

Please contact :Tom Carmel 

(914) 584-4005 
www.acbs-adc.org 

 

Contributors 

Ed Becker 

John Painter 

Ellen Robbiano 

Anne Satterly 

Neil Satterly 

Kent O. Smith Jr.  

  

 

Fourth Watch 

Questions, comments, submissions please 

contact the Editor: 
Tom Carmel 

PO Box 334 Lincolndale, NY 10540 

(914) 584-4005 

underwriterssurvey@verizon.net 

 

 
Free non-commercial classifieds for 

Adirondack Chapter members—please limit 
each ad to 25 words or less. Non-member 

ads $20 for up to six lines. All classified ads 
run 3 issues unless canceled. Businesses are 

requested to place display ads which also run 
3 issues.  

                                               

FOR SALE 

1967 26’ Lyman Sleeper Including Trailer Newly Restored 2011 

Boat has been on Lake George since it was delivered to Pilot Knob Ma-

rina in 1967. 

 

 

 

 

 

A popular and practical model, the Lyman Sleeper is spacious and great for en-
tertaining in any weather. This example was totally restored in 2011 and also 
features a 350 Mercruiser Ski Magnum engine that was installed at the time of 
restoration. A custom-built Searra tandem axle trailer is included in the sale. 
Equipped with custom Bimini top and side curtains. 
 
Engine Info: 
New 8 Cylinder 2011 Mercury/5.7MPI Ski Magnum Low Hours 
 
Trailer Details: 
2011 2-Axil 6000lbs Sears Custom Trailer made specifically for this boat 
 
Price: $58,000 or best real offer.  Contact: Ed English (908) 472-0141 
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GREENWOOD LAKE LAUNCHWORKS AND THE MORIN BROTHERS 
(continued from page 5)                                                                    by John Painter 

 
 
In the 1940’s many famous New York City residents flocked to Greenwood Lake for summer 

boating. One of the more famous boat enthusiasts left his upper NY West Side apartment, 

drove across the George Washington Bridge, and headed up the Palisades Parkway before 
turning west toward Greenwood Lake. Babe Ruth purchased three Morin Craft boats from 

Mike Morin and used them every summer during his retirement years. Babe  stored his boats 

every winter at Morin’s Greenwood Lake Launch Works. Morin Crafts were considered lead-
ers in style as well as design. Morin Craft boats were one of the first to offer rear engine, twin 

cockpit forward runabouts as early as the late 1930s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   (restoration underway) 

 
In 1937 during a regatta on Greenwood Lake (for 200 HP Scripps Class powered boats), Mike 

Morin won the race with a Morin Craft, stealing the thunder from the Hackers, Gar Woods and 
other builders present. The trophy still stands in a place of honor in his son’s house. Mike Morin 
was also a Gar Wood dealer from 1937 until Gar Wood stopped boat building. Mike Morin contin-
ued building Morin Craft boats until the arrival of fiberglass around 1955. He sold his Greenwood 

Lake Launch Works in 1986. 
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(Re-planking of “Line Check” )             
 

 
After Mike Morin’s death, his cousin who owns and operates the Southampton Ship Yard, knew of several deteriorated old 
Morin Craft boats still sitting around Greenwood Lake. Fred Scopinich Jr. drove up to Greenwood Lake over 10 years ago to 

investigate the possibility of refurbishing the old 1946 Morin Craft boats that had been left for dead some 50 years earlier. Fred 
Jr. and his son who now owns and operates the Southampton Ship Yard, picked up what was said to be Babe’s old boats, 

brought them back to their ship yard and spent many years rebuilding and refurbishing the Bronx Bomber’s boats. 

 
Today Fred Jr. is 93 years old, retired, but still answering the ship yard’s phone for Fred and Liz Scopinich. 

 
My wife and I purchased “Line Check” from Fred Jr. five years ago and are proud owners of this classic wooden boat. We are 
members of the Adirondack Chapter of the ACBS boat club and motor our 1946 23-foot Morin Craft around the Islands of 

Lake George, NY.  Fish Brothers recently replaced the bottom paint with a dark, Lake George Blue and several coats of fresh 
varnish. The 23’ Morin Craft speedster has never looked so good.  

 
*Information provided by Fred Scopinich Jr., Bob Speltz’s book “Racing Runabouts”, and John Painter’s interview with Mike 

Morin’s son. 
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                                                                                                                       By Neil Satterly 

It’s hard to imagine 30 years has passed since the Adirondack Chapter held its first rendezvous in Old Forge. As a newbie to the 

ADK board of directors and Old Forge summer regular, I was committed to having the ADK chapter to be more than a Lake 

George only chapter.  Despite strong encouragement I received from the chapter’s board, only one boat made it to Old Forge 

from Lake George on June 29, 1991. But it turned out that was enough to start. The late Chuck Schampier was recognized this 

year at the Friday social with a commemorative plaque presented to his widow, Cheryl, for bringing his Hackercraft, My Fair 

Lady, from Lake George. Special thanks and recognition also go to the late Paul Hornick who joined us at the docks that day 

with his 1904 launch Echo, and to the late David Kidd and Deke Morrison (still going strong with us and participating in the 

weekend this year) who all worked for many years, growing the event.  A third boat on that June day also came by to join us. It 

was a 1960s Century owned by an Old Forge resident who arrived by chance to get groceries. The three boats drew some im-

mediate attention from people strolling the docks… and so it began.       

Those humble beginnings grew into a major event each summer in the Central Adirondacks. 

The years of growth encountered a few “rough waters” on some years, causing cancellations. It was actually, low water on the 

Fulton Chain in 1995 that prevented the rendezvous that summer and COVID prevented the public shows in the last two years. 

Although COVID caution put the brakes on a large public gathering this year, the rendezvous was held for chapter members only 

as a cocktail social and cruise. Technically with the cancellations, there have been only 29 rendezvous. This past summer marked 

the 30th year anniversary of the first. The actual 30th event is yet to come.   

On Friday evening, July 9, we enjoyed our traditional cocktail and hors d’oeuvres social on the deck of the Forge Motel. Since 

our usual caterer was unable to prepare food, Ann Satterly, Ellen Robbiano and Cherie Payne spent the day preparing a variety 

of treats that rivaled the paid caterer. Thank you goes to the three who did an amazing job! We played a Fulton Chain Rendez-

vous trivia game which resulted in a tie between the Harders and the Hornicks. The social included a photo display of early-year 

rendezvous and more recent shows including the first launch of the Adironduck. The evening was also marked by presentation 

to Cheryl Schampier in recognition of Chuck.                          

 

 

 

 

 (Ann Satterly, Ellen Robbiano and Cherie Payne creating beautiful hors d’oeuvres in our motel 

room for Friday social. 
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On Saturday at noon, six boats departed the Old Forge docks for a cruise up the Chain to Inlet where we docked for ice cream and a stroll 

through Arrowhead Park. The day was perfect for being out on the water but only three boats made it to our planned stop in Inlet. You 

know how it goes with old boats sometimes. What started with three boats 30 years ago, coincidently concluded this year’s event with three 

boats and park strollers stopping to look.  

 

 

 

(Ice Cream stop at Northern 
Lights in Inlet (left to right Cheryl 

Schampier, Ellen Robbiano, Rob 
Kidd with Abby; Ann and Neil 
Satterly, Ed Mitchell, Alan Rosen-

blum )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(perfect day for boating on 

The Fulton Chain)  
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30TH YEAR FULTON CHAIN RENDEZVOUS       (continued from page 11)                    by Neil Satterly 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Fulton Chain Rendezvous, and show is something very special with congeniality and old-boat charm all its own. If you have never at-

tended, you have been missing something special! We look forward to returning  next summer, July 8 and 9, 2022 with the pandemic hope-

fully in our wake. Rob Kidd and John Hornick are planning with the locals in getting permits for overnight docking and launching accommo-

dations. Watch for the details coming soon and get your hotel reservations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(At Arrowhead Park docks)   
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47TH ANNUAL LAKE GEORGE RENDEZVOUS 

 
Our 47th Annual Lake George Rendezvous kicked off with a Friday evening cocktail reception at the Fort William Henry Hotel. 
Chapter members gathered and were able to get together for the first time in two years as last year’s event was canceled due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
Saturday morning arrived with cloudy skies and the possibility of bad weather ahead but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of 
the over 50 Exhibitors who arrived at the Lake George public docks. Dockmaster Duane Cipas and other volunteers made 

certain that all boats were securely tied and safely moored at the village docks. All spaces were accounted for and we had 
some that had to be tied right up against the seawall.  

 
The Land Display headed by Treasurer Armand Sieper had trailered boats both powered and non-powered and both Model T 

cars and vintage sports cars from the Adirondack Triumph Club.  

 
Food trucks were posted on Beach 
Road to provide nourishment for the 

Exhibitors and attendees.   

 
Mother nature provided us with a show-

er but we soldiered on anyway.  
 

Neil Satterly was the show’s announcer 
and our fly-by parade began at 3pm. The 
roar of vintage engines as each boat 
drove by the public docks excited the 

crowd.  

 
After the show ended we headed up the 
hill across the road to the Fort William 

Henry where we enjoyed our awards 
buffet and learned of the winners in the 

various classes of the boats displayed.  
 
(Friday Cocktail Reception at Ft. William Henry) 

 

 

We would like to acknowledge all of the volun-

teers who help make this show happen, show 
Chairs Ed & Sally Becker, all of the Exhibitors 
and our show sponsors all listed on the back 

cover. See you next year!  
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(Right Most Original Boat Winner “Cast Off”)  

(Above Chris Freihofer in “Jacqueline” Contempor- 

ary Class Winner) 
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47TH ANNUAL LAKE GEORGE RENDEZVOUS WINNERS 

 
Winners in the various classes below are chosen by the Exhibitors with the exception of Land Display, Dockmaster’s Choice, 

President’s Choice, Most Original, and People’s Choice. 

 
HISTORIC  1900  Matthews Launch “Forever Young” owned by Paul Lotters 
 

ANTIQUE  1924 Hacker Dolphin “Nauti-Girl” owned by David Forshay 

 
CLASSIC     1950 Chris-Craft Holiday “Fish Tales III” owned by Ed & Jennifer Scheiber 

 

LATE CLASSIC 1993 Van Dam Gentleman’s Racer “Big Mouth Charlie” owned by Bernie Gambacorta 
 

CONTEMPORARY 2002 Van Dam Custom “Jacqueline” owned by Chris Freihofer 

 
NON POWER 1908 Fur Trapper Canoe owned by Barry Stevens  

 

LAND DISPLAY 2020 homebuilt Zephyer owned by David Strobino 
 

DOCKMASTER’S CHOICE 1949 Chris-Craft Custom Runabout “ Offtrack” owned by Anthony Bonjiovoni 

 
EXHIBITOR’S CHOICE  2015 Tumblehome Custom “Stella Blue” owned by Perrin Dake 

 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE  1958 Botved Boats “Leonor” owned by Steve Koch 
 

PRESIDENT’S CHOICE  1964 North American Marine Outboard “Uncle Buddy” owned by Bob Schlink 

 
MOST ORIGINAL 1961 Grady White Outboard “Cast Off” owned by Richard Rosselli  

 
      (Adam Weisburgh on the “duck” with a young boater) 

 
        

 

 
 



HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 
 

 

                                         

FORT WILLIAM HENRY 

HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER      
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